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WARNING. 


Ir has come to the knowledge of Tue 
WESTERN UNDERWRITER that A. B. FuLLERTON 
of Clarksburg, W. Va., has recently solicited 
advertising for this paper, and taken occasion 
to get checks cashed at the same time. Mr. 
FULLERTON has not been connected with this 
paper in any capacity since the spring of 1902. 
During his connection with THE WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER previous to that time, his con- 
duct was above criticism, but some months 
afterwards he fell into bad ways and got 
friends to cash several worthless checks. We 
have heard nothing of him for some time 
until very recently, when he has turned up in 
Indiana and Chicago, playing his old game. 
Hoping he would reform, and not desiring 
to hurt his chances of doing so, we have 
hitherto refrained from advertising his short- 
comings, but we now feel compelled to warn 
the insurance fraternity against cashing his 
checks or lending him money. 

In attempting to get checks cashed re- 
cently, Mr. FuLLerton has also claimed to be 
special agent of the INsuRANCE CoMPANY OF 
NortH AMERICA in West Virginia, but Gen- 
eral Agent DowniNc informs us that he has 
no connection with that company whatever. 


PRESIDENT COFRAN, 


PRESIDENT J. W. G. Corran of the WESTERN 
Union is closing his first administration. 
Since coming to this territory from the Pacific 
Coast he has made rapid strides. Personally 
a man of most charming endowments, big in 
heart and large in sympathy, he easily made 
strong friends. 

Some managers regarded the new comer as 
too greatly fired with zeal, too impulsive, too 
inuch inclined to make mistakes. Mr. Corran 
may have shaken‘some of the old traditions, 
he may have caused some men to sit up and 
take notice, but the world admires a man who 
does things even if he commits some errors. 
lhe easy-going, diplomatic, pulseless mana- 
ger many worm his way through the battle 
without receiving scars or harming the enemy. 
The man of vigor and warm blood is right at 
the front 

Mr. CorraAn has made an able executive. 
He is not a figurehead who is only a pre- 
siding officer at the two meetings during the 
year. He is up and doing, in touch with the 
issues, counseling here and there, giving di- 
rections. getting information. He keeps his 
hand on the throttle. 

Mistakes he has made, but we admire a man 


who profits by his errors, and goes ahead 
again to do his best. 


SUPERVISING GENERAL AGENCIES. 


Tue “saddle” general agent of a fire in- 
surance company is sometimes looked upon 
with commiseration by his fellow ficld men 
who have but one state. His life is largely one 
of absence and long distance traveling it is 
true, but these young men are obtaining some 
very valuable experience that covers a wide 
and important territory. Their powers are 
somewhat superior to the ordinary field men. 
In their territory they stand about supreme. 

In this extended field they are coming in 
touch with agents and conditions of divers 
kinds. This training is certainly very valuable, 
and sometime when companies seek men who 
are familiar with western territory. they are 
quite likely to cast a fond eye on the “saddle” 
general agent. 





GREAT CONVENTION EXPECTED. 


At the coming convention of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters, Vice-Presi- 
dent Kingsley of the New York Life will 
speak on “Militant Life Insurance” and Com- 
missioner Barry of Michigan on “Insurance 
Ethics.” Two banquet speakers have been 
added to the original list—Hon. Herbert Par- 
ker, attorney-general of Massachusetts, and 
Hon. Homer S. Cummings, mayor of Stam- 
ford, Conn. From present prospects there 
will be close to 300 delegates present, the 
largest attendance in the history of the na- 
tional association. 





Scuweer.—Louis H. Schweer of Cincin- 
nati, special agent of the Northwestern Un- 
derwriters, is the proud father of a fine new 
boy—twelve and a half pounds without his 
overcoat. The old man is doing very well, 
thank you. 





MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

The Liability Conference will meet in New 
York on Sept. 12. 

The National Laundrymens Association is 
contemplating forming a mutual fire company. 

Alexander Gilmour of Louisville retired as 
Kentucky manager of the AZtna Indemnity 
Sept. 1. 

Frantz & McHenry of Kansas City have 
been appointed western Missouri managers of 
the Home Life. 

H. W. Hall of Toronto becomes Canadian 
manager of the American Surety, succeeding 
Alexander Dixon, resigned. 

The semi-annual statement of the Detroit F. 
& M. shows assets $1,613,908, reinsurance re- 
serve $297,900, net surplus $764,153. 

The Des Moines Fire has entered Okla- 
homa and Indian territories, with Charles E. 
Billingsley of Guthrie as general agent. 

Comptroller-General Wright of Georgia has 
put in writing a statement that no attempt will 
be made to exact the $25,000 deposit inadver- 
tently provided for in the new law. 

The executive committee and stamping 
office reorganization committee of the West 
Virginia Fire Underwriters Association will 
meet at Deer Park, Md., Sept. 12 and 13, re- 
spectively. 

The Atlanta-Birmingham has entered Cali- 
fornia with Watson, Taylor & Sperry of San 
Francisco as general agents. They will prob- 
ably enter both the Atlanta-Birmingham and 
Calumet in Washington early next year. 

W. G. Whilden, secretary of the Eagle Fire, 
of New York, will be in Atlanta shortly, for 
purpose of appointing a southern special for 
his company. If he should fail to secure the 
proper party, Mr. Whilden will himself es- 
tablish agencies for the Eagle throughout 
North Carolina. 

Two new companies have been organized 
in Arkansas. The Southern Fire will have 
an authorized capital of $500,000 and expects 
to be ready for business Oct. 1. 
Hull is secretary and general manager. The 
Bankers & Merchants of Fayetteville will have 
as managing underwriter, E. L. Barkley, who 
for the past three years was a member of the 





firm of W. L. Nelson & Co. of Memphis. 


Alexander C.. 





NEW CHICAGO COMPANY IS PROPOSED. 





E. A. Becker Is Promoting the Columbus Fire 
& Marine, to Have $100,000 Capital 
and $50,000 Net Surplus. 


The Columbus Fire & Marine of Chicago is 
a new stock company that is being promoted 
in that city by Edward A. Becker, former 
secretary of the Farmers & Merchants of Ne- 
braska, and who until recently was Cook county 
special agent of the German of Peoria. Mr. 
Secker is an experienced underwriter and ad 
juster. The capital stock proposed is $100, 
000, to be sold at $150 a share, thus giving 
$50,000 surplus. Mr. Becker reports the organ- 
ization work well under way. The committee 
on organization consists of W. A. Wieboldt of 
W. A. Wieboldt & Co., merchants; A. EF. 
Ziehme of Ziehme & Co., wholesale jewelers; 
J. E. Kavanagh of Kavanagh Bros. & Co., 
broom supplies; J. C. Cannon, manager Con- 
sclidated Fire Alarm Company, and E. A. 
Becker. 





INSURANCE INVESTIGATION NOW ON. 


Legislative Committee Begins with the Mutual 
and New York Life, Inquiring Especially 
Into Policyholders’ Interests. 


New York, Sept. 6.—(Special.)—The legis 
lative committee appointed to investigate the 
life insurance business began its hearings in 
this city to-day. The Mutual Life and New 
York Life were the first companies taken up. 


Vice-President R. A. Granniss of the Mutual 
and Secretary John C. McCall of the New 
York were witnesses and were called upon 


to produce the minutes of meetings of direc 
tors, policyholders and all committees for a 
period of ten years past, and lists of securi 
ties held, loans made, ete., for a like period. 
Special stress was laid on the election and 
voting by policyholders. Counsel Hughes of 
the committee seemed to scent trouble in the 
thousands of proxies held by the companies. 

In outlining the objects of the investiga- 
tion Senator Armstrong said: 

“Our object will not be to punish anybody 
for wrongdoing in the past, but to get at all 
of the salient features of the modern insur- 
ance business, so as to suggest to the next leg- 
islature an adequate law that not only will 
protect the policyholders in all life insurance 
companies, but will protect the insurance com 
pany management from abuse at the hands 
of designing persons. As most insurance com- 
panies are mutual in theory, we shall en 
deavor to pass a law that will compel them 
to be mutual in fact. Then the officers of the 
company will always be working for the in- 
terest of the policyholders instead of working 
for themselves by the formation of subsidiary 
companies to divide the profits of the main 
company. A large number of the present 
insurance laws are good. It will be our aim 
to make them better.” 

Attorneys were present representing the Mu- 
tual, Metropolitan, Mutual Reserve and Equi- 
table and James W. Alexander and James H. 
Hyde. The New York Life was represented 
by most of its executive officers but not by 
counsel. 





ISSUES CIRCULAR ON ARKANSAS CASB. 


The committee on laws and legislation of 
the National Board of Fire Underwriters has 
issued a circular notifying the companies that, 
pending the settlement of certain questions 
still before the Arkansas courts, a decision 
as to the desirability of appealing the German 
Alliance case to the United States supreme 
court is deferred. The action of certain offi- 
ces in making reinsurance deals with Arkan- 
sas companies is deplored and a discontinu- 
ance of the practice is urged. 





GET TWO NEW COMPANIES. 

Dillhoff, Riedinger & Schweer, the new 
firm at Cincinnati, secure the general agency 
of the Philadelphia Casualty for Hamilton 
county, formerly in the Pohlman agency, and 
the sole agency of the Northwestern Under 
writers for Hamilton county, formerly held 
by E. F. Weiss. The firm has applied for 
membership in the Cincinnati board. 
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NEW YORK’S LATEST POLICY. 


PROVIDES FOR ANNUAL DIVIDENDS. 








“Seven-Year Equalization Policy with Yearly 
Distributions” to Take the Place of 
Two Other Contracts. 





On Sept. 1 the New York Life discon- 
tinued issuing its “annual dividend” and 
“seven-year equalization” policies and in their 
place began issuing the “seven-year equaliza- 
tion policy with yearly distributions.” The 
peculiar features of the new policy are that 
it pays annual dividends beginning at the 
end of the second year and a bonus or extra 
dividend at the end of each seven-year 
period. Policies issued on this plan will be 
grouped on two classes according to the 
rating placed upon the risks by the medical 
department. The requirements for the select 
class are practically the same as those for 
the old “seven-year equalization” policy. 
The general class will include those persons 
to whom a “standard accumulation” policy 
would be issued, but who do not meet the 


requirements of the select class. The com- 
missions to be allowed upon all policies 
issued upon the “seven-year equalization 


plan with yearly distributions” will be the 


commissions allowed in a 2-C contract, 
namely, 40 percent to 60 percent graded 
brokerage without renewals. These com- 


missions will be allowed to all agents re- 
gardless of their regular contract. Policies 
on this new plan will count in full for all 


clubs, Nylic and bonus schemes. 
ee @ 

The rates on the “seven-year equalization 
policy with yearly distributions” are the 
same as for the “accumulation” policy at all 
ages and on all forms. The paid-up and 
extended insurance values are also the same. 
Cash loans become available at any time after 
premiums have been paid in cash for three 
full years. The loan values are lower than 
those of the “accumulation” policy up to the 
time that the eighth annual premium is paid, 
but, when eight full years’ premium have 
been paid and thereafter, they are the same 
as those of the “accumulation” policy, same 
form and at same age. 

The following are the main provisions in 
the ordinary life policy, age 35: 

New York Life Insurance Company agrees to 
pay ten thousand dollars to the executors, admin- 
istrators or assigns of the insured, or to such 
beneficiary as may have been designated in the 
manner herein provided, at the home office of the 
company, in the city of New York, immediately 
upon receipt and approval of proofs of the death 
of John Doe, the insured. 

Change of Beneficiary.—The insured may change 
the beneficiary at any time and from time to 
time, provided this policy is not then assigned. 
The insured may, however, declare the designa- 
tion of any beneficiary to be irrevocable; during 
the lifetime of an irrevocably designated bene- 
ficlary the insured shall not have the right to 
revoke or change the designation of that bene- 
ficiary. If any beneficiary or irrevocably desig- 
nated beneficiary dies before the insured, the 
interest of such beneficiary shall vest in the in- 
sured. Every change, designation or declaration 
must be made by written notice to the company 
at the home office, accompanied by this policy, 
and will take effect only when endorsed on this 
policy by the company. 

* * 

This policy participates in 
company as herein provided: 

This policy is in the select class of seven-year 
equalization policies with yearly distribtuions. In 
determining the amount of profits to be appor- 
tioned to such class, the mortality experience of 
the company among persons insured in that class 
will be used. 

Dividends Annually.—At the end of two years 
irom the date specified on third page as the 
date on which the policy takes effect, and at the 
end of each year thereafter during its continu- 
ance, this policy shall be credited with its share 
of the profits then apportioned for yearly distri- 
bution to policies of the same class, provided all 
premiums, including the premium then falling due, 
have been paid. 

Bonus Every Seven Years.—At the end of 
seven years from the date specified on the third 
page as the date on which the policy takes effect, 
and at the end of every seven years thereafter 
during its continuance, this pases shall be cred- 
ited with its share of any additional profits then 
apportioned as seven-year bonus to policies of the 
same class, provided all premiums have been paid. 

Any dividend or bonus may be withdrawn in 
cash, but if not so withdrawn shall be applied to 
purchase a paid-up participating insurance addi- 
tion to this policy, payable at the same time and 
under the same conditions as this policy. 

At the end of twenty-one years from the date 
specified on the third page as the date on which 
the policy takes effect, and at the end of each 


(Continued on Page 17.) 


the profits of the 








LACK OF CO-OPERATION SEEN. 


While the Western Union is calling for cor- 
rection of the Memphis Traction Company 
form so that policies will have specific insur- 
ance on each car by number, it is not believed 
there will be any great rush to secure front 
seats in the movement. 

Dissatisfaction exists over the action 
of the union in calling for a similar re- 
vision of the Knoxville Traction Company 
form recently. In the first crusade, it is as- 
serted that a number of loyal companies de- 
manded a correction of the form and failing 
to get it canceled the Knoxville Traction 
Company, through its brokers, Mather & Co. 
of Philadelphia, declining to change the form. 

The opinion prevails that only about one- 
half the companies have taken any action at 
Knoxville, and hence the loyal companies are 
in no pleasant mood over the present situa- 
tion there. It is reported there are several 
agencies in Knoxville carrying large lines 
upon the traction company which have never 
canceled a dollar, having had no instructions 
to do so, and that furthermore one of the 
largest union companies has increased its line 
to $40,000 under the old form. 





NATIONAL OFFICERS IN CONFERENCE. 





Agency Association Men Meet in Chicago to 
Block Out Plans for the Year and 
Appoint Committees. 





President E. J. Tapping, Secretary H. H. 
Putnam and E. B. Case, chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the National Association 
of Local Fire Agents, have been in conference 
in Chicago this week talking over matters per- 
taining to the organization and arranging for 
the appointing of proper committees. It 1s 
likely that the conference with company rep- 
resentatives will be held next month, or at 
the latest in November. At the Denver con- 
vention very little legislation was passed, as 
the officers of the association desired to con- 
fer with company representatives before any 
action was taken, in order that all interests 
might work in harmony. 

The conference plan will no doubt be a 
permanent one with the national association. 
It is believed that more can be accomplished 
in this way than any other. There are severai 
questions to be brought up at the joint con- 
ference. F 

The personnel of the various committees 
was discussed and most of the appointments 
made. announcements of which will be pub- 
lished as soon as acceptances have been re- 
ceived. The officers also discussed questions 
of general policy in administration, particu- 
larly in relation to attitude toward non-board 
competition. The national association does 
not take any position in regard to board or 
non-board agents or companies, but it is 
opposed to rate-cutting and bad practices and 
will endeavor at all times to assist local agents 
at particular points to minimize outside com- 
petition. Complaints relative to non-board 
competition will be handled by the grievance 


‘The matter of agents writing in non-repre- 
sented companies at distant points was also 
discussed from the standpoint of general busi- 
ness comity between the agents of one locality 
and another. 

Matters relating to the expected conference 
with company officials in New York during 
October were also discussed. The outlook for 
improved understanding between companies 
and agents in various matters was commented 
on. Reports were received showing that the 
friendly attitude of companies was consider- 
ably increasing. 





MAY BE “EXCEPTED CITIES ”’ 


The Pacific Board, which is considering the 
question of adopting the Western Union scale 
of graded commissions and putting in force 
separation, will likely make San Francisco 
and Los Angeles excepted cities. 





The Seabord Fire & Marine of Texas has 
been organized at Galveston, with a capital 
of $300,000. all of which is said to have been 
paid in. The charter has been received. 








Want Ads Will Be Found on Page 21. 





MEETING AT NIAGARA FALLS 


GENERAL VIEW OF SESSION GIVEN 





Detroit Conference Took Up Many Subjects of 
Vital Interest to the Industrial Health 
and Accident Business. 





Refinement of organization is the tendency 
in nearly all co-operative organizations. In 
the first place there is some one pressing need 
to be met, and an organization to do this 
special work is formed. Then other things 
need attention, for some of which the original 
machinery is ample, while others are imper- 
fectly done. Very naturally the organization 
is shaped so as to meet the need of the day. 
Finally the time comes when work is in hand 
which must be done if the earlier effort is to be 
perpetuated, but which cannot be done without 
additional organization. So the matter goes 
on till the refinements have made the move- 
ment top heavy and unwieldy. The widening 
of scope often means strengthening of effi- 
ciency, 

Conference Favors Agents’ Organizations. 

The Detroit Conference has reached the place 
where the refinement road joins the original 
path. Two steps were taken this year. The 
first one was a new constitution to render the 
work more effective in the direction of increase 
of detail. The other step was in supplementary 
organization. The companics have been bound 
together, and why not the agents? In Toledo 
an association has already been formed, and 
it is said to be working well and helping to 
eliminate the friction of competition which it 
has been the purpose of the conference to re- 
move from among the companies. The mem- 
bers thought pretty well of the idea and auth- 
orized the executive committee to attempt the 
organization of such associations in the prin- 
cipal cities, the purpose being both educational 
and friction reducing. 

Lapses Received Much Attention. 

Tennyson’s brook is suggestive of the stream 
of policyholders which the industrial com- 
panies gather from year to year. They keep 
going—a large stream into the company, and 
altogether too large a stream out of the com- 
pany, without remaining long enough to get 
acquainted ‘with their quarters. It may be the 
guides do not paint the home just as it should 
be painted, but it seems more as if they came 
without the price of the lodging and go away 
as soon as the landlord presents his bill. At all 
events the stream is pretty continuously on the 
go. William H. Jones of Boston and L. H. 
Fibel noted this going tendency and spoke of 
it. Mr. Jones told of the number who were 
so constantly on the go that it could not be au 
unjustified assumption that some have no home 
but only free lodgings for a month at a time. 
Taking twelve companies which only enter- 
tain industrial guests, less than one-twelfth of 
the number of incoming policyholders for the 
year 1904 remained at the close of the year. 
The rest kept on the go with no record of their 
destination, 

Committee Will Consider Lapse Question. 

‘Most everybody lamented that the policy- 
holders would not stay, and wished things were 
different. There were plenty of doubters as to 
securing better stayers. Some thought loss 
settlements had something to do with the high 
lapse ratio. Others that the dependence of the 
‘agent upon new business for his income made 
him careless of the staying quality of those 
whose applications he solicited. Rather com- 
plicated and not a little difficult, it seemed so 
to the conference. The committee to which 
the subject was referred was of the same opin- 
ion, and so reported. . The committee was will- 
ing to seek a solution, and so asked for further 
time. Till the next meeting may be long 
enough, and it may not. In the meantime the 
members will carefully scan the figures in the 
Jones paper. 

Unsatisfactory Experience with Immediate Benefit. 

Whether it contributes to the lapse ratio or 
not, the fact that the old dollar-a-month policy 
is a limited policy, with no indemnity for the 
first week, does not suit in many cases. To 
satisfy these immediate benefit persons a spe- 
cial policy was devised by one of the pioneers 
of the business, V. D. Cliff. This policy cost 
the policyholder more money, but paid for the 
first week. Mr. Cliff is not well suited with 
his origination, being in this particular unlike 

(Continued on Page 18.) 
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NEW RULING AS TO SURPLUS LINERS. 





Illinois Superintendent Holds That All Institu- 
tions Must Present Proper Oredentials 
Before Policies Can Be Issued. 





Insurance Superintendent Vredenburg of 


Illinois has made a new ruling regarding’ 


surplus line companies that will have a far- 
reaching effect. He has appreciated the fact 
that brokers having surplus licenses felt free 
to write in any company whether or not it 
was licensed in its home state or any other 
state so long as it did not have its head- 
quarters in Illinois. He now advises the 
surplus line agents that under the law the 
department cannot give its approval of busi- 
ness being written in companies that are 
not authorized to write business either in 
the states from which they claim their char- 
ter or states from which they issue policies. 
He asks the surplus line agents to furnish 
him with a list of all the companies in which 
they have placed insurance under the surplus 
line law during 1905. They are also required 
to furnish the department with a certificate 
of compliance from the proper official of the 
state in which the company is_ chartered 
showing that it is duly authorized to do 
business in that state. In case policies are 
written from another state than that in which 
a company is chartered, the surplus line 
agent is required to furnish a certificate of 
compliance from the proper officials of that 
state showing that the company is authorized 
to do business there. If insurance is placed 
in a company organized under the laws of a 
foreign government, sufficient proof must be 
given that it is authorized to do business in 
such jurisdiction. If surplus line foreign 
companies are writing business through 
United States headquarters, a certificate of 
compliance from the proper state official from 
the state in which the policies are written 
must be given showing that they are duly 
authorized to do business in that state. 
Heretofore surplus line agents believed 
they had the right to issue policies in any 
company not authorized to do business in 
Illinois under this law. The insurance de- 
partment takes the ground that with this free- 
dom wildcat companies having headquarters 
out of Illinois can write business through 
surplus line agents, and thus the public is 
not protected in any way. The department 
desires that a company show its proper cre- 
dentials from the state wherein it is char- 
tered or from which it is issuing policies. 





BEGINS APPOINTING AGENTS, 

The New Brunswick Fire, which has estab- 
lished its western department with Rollo, Web- 
ster & Co., 159 La Salle street, Chicago, will 
enter the larger cities and towns of the various 
States at once. ‘Their field covers Ohio, In- 
diana, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, 
lowa and Kentucky. It has already been ad- 
mitted to Michigan and Illinois, and Rollo, 
Webster & Co. are writing local business for 
it in Chicago. The company was organized in 
1827 and now has $200,000 capital and $80.000 
net surplus. It will probably put on a field 
man in the course of a short time. 





AUGUST FIRE LOSs. 


rhe fire loss of the United States and Can- 
aca for August, as compiled from the records 
of the Journal of Commerce and Commercial 
sulletin, shows a total of $11,435,600. The 
following comparative table will show the 
losses by months for the years 1903, 1904 and 
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1903. 1904. 1905. 
Jan. ......$13,166,350 $21,790,200 $16,378,100 
Sree 16,090,800 90,051,000 25,501,000 
March ..... 9,907,650 11, 212, 150 44,715,400 
gi, eee 13,549,000 23,623, ’ 
mae icecam 16,366,800 15 , 291 400 12,736,250 
June ...... 14,684,350 10,646,700 11,789,800 
oe Mee 12,838,600 11,923,200 13,173,250 
BUG: coches 8,428,350 9,715,200 11,435,600 





Totals ...$105,021,900 $194,172,850 $117,720,750 


(here were 211 fires during the month of 
August of a destructiveness each of $10,000 or 
more, 

The increase over the record for August, 
1904, will be regretted by fire underwriters, 


who Icok to August and September profits to 
offset excessive losses in January and Febru- 
ary. During the month just closed lightning 
iosses have been frequent and expensive, espe- 
cially upon barns, which class of risk is receiv- 
ing particular attention from underwriters be- 
cause of its highly unprofitable record.” 





TO OPEN A NEW DEPARTMENT. 

The Home of New York has opened an 
improved risk department at the home office 
to deal with sprinkled business, and other 
improved properties. It will be in charge of 

McFadden, who has recigned as assist- 
ant secretary of the Southeastern Tariff Asso- 
ciation. 





INTERESTING PROGRAM ANNOUNCED. 


Thirty-sixth Annual Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners Will Be Held at Bretton 
Woods, September 26-28. 


The following is the program of the Thirty- 
sixth Annual Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners to be held at Mt. Washington 
hotel, Bretton Woods, N. H., Sept. 26-28, all 
committee reports and papers being followed 
by discussion : 

First day, Tuesday, Sept. 26, morning session.— 
Address of welcome, Hon. John McLane, governor 
of New Hampshire; response, Hon. A. Ll. Vorys, 
superintendent of insurance, Ohio; address by the 
president; roll call; report of eommittee on cre- 
dentials; reading of the record of previous con- 
vention ; announcement by the president of ap- 
pointments to fill vacanc ies on committees. 

Afternoon session.—Topic: “Assets of Surety 
Companies, With Special Reference to Assets De- 
rived Through Salvage Process,” S. B. Sheibley, 
assistant attorney, Department of Justice, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; topic, as above, presented from the 
companies’ standpoint, F. W. Isa Frentz, C. DP. A., 
president American Audit Company and controller, 
American Surety. 

Second day, Wednesday, Sept. 27, morning ses- 
sion.—Reports of committee on blanks; laws and 
legislation ; reserves other than life; unauthorized 
insurance; rates of mortality and interest; assets 
of insurance companies; miscellaneous. 

Afteroon session.—Topic: ‘Federal Supervision 
of Insurance Companies,” Frederick H. Nash, «as- 
sistant attorney-general of Massachusetts; report 
of fraternal committee; report of special commit- 
tee in charge of congressional legislation. 

Third day, Thursday, Sept. 28.—-Topic: “The 
Necessity and Effect of the Increase in Rates of 
Fraternal Societies,’ Hon, D. D. Aitken, Flint, 
Mich. 

Executive session.—(Note—By vote of the exec- 
utive committee the convention will hold an exec- 
utive session, at which matters pertaining to the 
internal management of companies can be pre- 
sented by any member for consideration and dis- 
cussion. ) 

Afternoon session.—Report of committee on 
place of meeting and election of officers; election 
of officers ; miscellaneous business. 





CONDITIONS AT NASHVILLE. 

Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 6.—<(Special.)— 
Local agents here are inclined to believe that 
the differences between Commissioner Folk 
regarding rates in Nashville and the com- 
panies can be adjusted. A number of the 
companies are refusing to write in the con- 
gested district until the matter is disposed of. 
The commissioner has intimated that all com- 
panies that have required the advance will be 
subject to a fine of $1 000. Secretary Murray 
of the local board is making’ rates, using a 
modified Dean schedule, and claims that he has 
a right to make rates independent of the com- 
panies. The commissioner rules, however, 
that any company charging the advance will 
have a hard time to prove that it is not in 
collusion with other companies to raise rates. 





RECEIVER lIAKES AN ASSESS/ENT. 

The receiver of the Kansas Fire of Topeka, 
a mutual fire company, has sent out a notice 
to policyholders telling them of its failure 
and stating that there are considerable unpaid 
obligations which necessitates an assessment. 
The amount of the assessment is indicated and 
the receiver will push collections at once. 





HOUSESIAN RETURNS TO OLD LOVE. 


C. M. Houseman, formerly an examiner in 
the western department of the Continental, 
who traveled in the Missouri field later for the 
company but who some months ago resigned 
to become secretary of the Chromatic Sign 
Company of Chicago, has returned to the in- 
surance business again and has been appointed 
an examiner in the western office of the 





Niagara. ~* 





CONSIDER THE RULING HIGH-HANDED. 


Action by Commissioner Folk of Tennessee in 
Regard to Nashville Rates Is Re- 
garded as Arbitrary. 


Commissioner Folk of ‘Tennessee has 
jumped into the breach at Nashville, Tenn., 
following the announcement of Secretary 
Murray, of the local board, to the effect that 
he intended to make rates independent of the 
companies, declaring he will revoke the license 
of any company that takes Nashville risks at 
an advanced rate, however made. This threat- 
ening attitude is being generally condemed by 
companies, which claim they intend to get 
adequate rates regardless of any insurance 
commissioner, or else leave a state to its fate. 

The Atlanta-Birmingham, which had be- 
gun to write business in the congested district 
at Nashville under an individual rating of its 
own, has again ceased and canceled the policies 
involved. As the Atlanta-Birmingham _re- 
signed its membership in the Kentucky & 
Tennessee Board of Fire Underwriters on 
Jan. 16 last, and is not a member of the 
Nashville board, the management thought it 
was wholly within the Tennessee law when it 
decided to revise the congested district as to 
its extent and to make such ratings as expe- 
rience with the various classes warranted. It 
is understood that some of these rates were 
50 percent more than old ones, and in other 
instances less. 

The fact that the Atlanta-Birmingham was 
writing business came to the notice of Com- 
missioner Folk, and after a conference the 
commissioner concluded that the law was 
being violated, upon which conclusion the 


. Atlanta-Birmingham promptly took action as 


previously noted. 

The Hartford, New York Underwriters, 
Connecticut, Niagara, St. Paul, Concordia, 
German of Freeport, Williamsburgh City, 
Westchester, Milwaukee Mechanics, Aachen 
& Munich were all ready to begin operations 
along the same lines as the Atlanta-Birming- 
ham, bue the experience of that company 
caused them to hold aloof. 


POINTERS & 


FOR LOCAL AGENTS, 














Query—Kindly give the occupancy clause 
and special permit used by the Chicago board. 

Answer.—Occupancy  Priviteces.—Permis- 
sion granted for the use of the premises 
as at present, and for other purposes not 
any more hazardous, and to keep and use 
all articles and materials usual to the busi- 
ness conducted therein, but thé use, handling 
or storage of benzine, benzole, gasoline, 
naphtha, calcium carbide or fireworks is 
prohibited unless a special permit is attached 
hereto. Permission is also granted to work 
overtime and at night, to make ordinary al- 
terations and repairs withoiut prejudice to 
this policy. Permission is also granted to 
use electricity and natural gas for heat, light 
and power. 

SpectAL Permir.—Permission granted for 
the use of benzine, benzole, gasoline, naphtha 
or other light products of petroleum, pro- 
viding the quantity of either or all shall not 
exceed one gallon for each occupant of the 
building (exclusive of not exceeding one 
gallon contained in the device in which it is 
used), to be kept in approved metal safety 
cans. 


A subscriber writes to this paper to know 
whether a man would have good cause for 
damages who was injured by the explosion 
of a chemical fire extinguisher with which 
he had equipped his plant. The injury was 
due to the man using the tube and then in- 
verting it to discharge its contents, resulting 
in an explosion. Those well versed in such 
matters say that there is always danger of 
explosion in a chemical extinguisher unless 
care is taken to allow the gas to discharge 
after it has been used, because the gas keeps 
on generating for some time. If the chem- 
ical becomes stirred in the tube, the gas 
begins generating and is liable to explode. 
These hazards should be known to those 
handling chemical extinguishers. 
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COMMENT ON FARM BARN FIRES. 


One of the leading western managers says: 

“I have read with much interest President 
Snow’s and Vice-President Lanning’s letters 
on farm barn losses. It is indisputable that 
the current rates on farm buildings in the 
middle west are inadequate. Companies ex- 
perienced in farm property insurance are well 
aware of this fact and govern themselves ac- 
cordingly. <A flat rate on all classes of real 
and personal farm property is preposterous. 

“It is fair to assume not less than two fires 
take place in farm barns for one in farm dwell- 
ings, and probably not half as many in gran- 
aries as in either of the other two; yet they 
are all written at the same flat rate, notwith- 
standing the difference in hazard. In this re- 
spect the system on the Pacific coast is vastly 
superior to that in the middle west. On the 
coast, dwellings pay a specific rate, according 
to construction and internal hazard; barns 
about double dwelling rates, and graneries less 
than barns. 

“Recommending farmers to protect their 
barns and their dwellings with lightning rods 
is very questionable advice. If they follow 
it the majority of them will go without in- 
surance, or demand a lower rate, and eventu- 
ally the rods will get out of order, even if 
they are properly constructed and erected to 
commence with, The remedy is to charge for 
the hazard as it exists, but it is doubtful, while 
jealousy and greed is the order of the day, 
whethe r companies will co-operate for improve- 
ment.” 

* *k * 

E. D. Morgan of Columbus, formerly 
Ohio farm manager of the Home, says as to 
barn losses: 

“As the years go by losses from lightning 
increase, and as the forest disappears, fine 
dwellings seem to take the place of walnut 
and oak trees for the lightning’s target. Dur- 
ing the heated term, barns especially attract 
the lightning shaft, consuming structures and 
their contents, including large numbers oi 
valuable live stock. Yet I think a great 
number of barn losses during storms, reported 
as struck by lightning and adjusted as such, 
are undoubtedly of incendiary origin, and 
dwellings the same. If an agent were a close 
student and attentive to his interests he would 
sometimes hear the farmer’s wife say that 
‘she wished the old barn standing on the west 
side of the house were on the east side’ in- 
stead, and the city or town girl who married 
the farmer’s son and is living back on the 
farm off the road, ‘I wish this “horrid” old 
house was out on the road, it’s so lonesome 
back here.’ 

“Others that burn during a storm: Oft- 
times a well-to-do farmer who moved to town 
to educate his children, leaving a homestead 
on the farm with $4,000 insurance on it, could 
build an excellent tenant house for $1,000. 
Another: A financially cramped farmer can 
possibly liquidate his indebtedness by selling 
175 acres of his 200 and a $1,500 home on the 
remaining twenty-five acres would do for him- 
self and his aged companion just as well as 
the $6,000 mansion that caused his insolvency ; 
that, too, burns during a storm. Expensively 
constructed buildings on small acreage farms 
are oft reported struck by lightning during 
storms. I am sure the candle-keg-excelsior 
arrangement is often used during storms. 

“Remedies ‘for the above causes lie in the 
honesty of the agent, the finding out of local 
and individual conditions. The writer’s rule 
was to have this class inspected instantly. 
Remedies for the lessening of the increased 
lightning losses are: First, endeavor to get 
the farmer to avoid putting damp hay in the 
barns in harvest time; second, plant oak trees 
near the barns to receive the bolts or strokes; 
third, good lightning rods properly arranged 
with secure attachment, mechanically and elec- 
trically perfect joints and connecions and in- 
serted 15 feet in the ground—deep enough to 
remain constantly in damp soil. The matter 
of lightning rods has received a great deal 
of attention from scientists in recent years 
and a number of popular fallacies exploded. 
Various mystifying characteristics of light- 
ning have been explained and other freaks of 
the electric current are more or less under- 
stood. Some years ago there was an inter- 
national conference on the question of light- 





AS SEEN FROM GHIGAGO. 





ning rods in England, and the report of that 
gathering, based on the observation and ex- 
perience of its members, is the most valuable 
contribution to the literature of the subject 
ever made. 

“Farm lightning losses are often heavier in 
prosperous communities, owing the peculiarly 
attractive soil and timber. Lightning has a 
preference for some soils. Thus, where soil is 
of a chalky formation, lightning will strike 
but one-seventh as often as where the soil is 
sand. Clay soil will be struck twenty-two 
times to once in chalky formation. The bolts 
also have a preference for certain trees. 
Oaks are struck more frequently than any 
other tree, and the birch is rarely a victim. 
It does not seem possible that oak trees are 
struck more than fifty times to one beech tree, 
but reports show such to be the case. Pines 
are struck one-third as often as the oak. In 
only three cases out of one hundred does 
lightning jump from one tree to another, but 
very frequently it kills people or stock under 
the tree. 

“The danger from lightning is much less in 
the city than in the country, the ratio being 
about one to five. In a record of eighteen 
deaths due to lightning, one was killed inside 
a building, eleven were out of doors and six 
were under trees. But generally speaking, in- 
telligent farmers are found on productive soil, 
and the moral hazard very small; this is the 
class usually where the farmer’s mutuals 
prosper.” 

* * * 

O. O. Tollefson, secretary of the Northwest- 
ern Fire & Marine, says: 

“T fully concur in all that President Snow 
says in this matter, and most certainly think 
that the rates should be advanced on this class 
of business. The past history of this class of 
risks goes to show that they have proven very 
expensive for the insurance companies, and, 
since we commenced business in 1899, we have 
found this class of business the most hazardous 
feature of farm insurance. I for one want to 
endorse the action President Snow has taken 


in this matter.” 
* * 


Secretary Henderson of the Farmers of 
Cedar Rapids says: 

“T can only give our experience for a num- 
ber of years based on the actual business done 
_ figured up after expiration of the particu- 
lar class referred to. From 1889 to 1894 in- 
clusive we wrote $6,589,145 on farm barns; 
premiums, $153,896.19; losses, $113,673.71. 
Figured after expiration we found the loss 
ratio to be 80% percent. On the same class 
for years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, we wrote 
$5,434,735; premiums, $130,276.96; losses $04,- 

.22; loss ratio, 721-5 percent. Since 1899 
we have no complete record and won’t have 
until expiration and all losses paid before mak- 
ing figures, but will have 1900 business figured 
in a short time. The above is figured on 


actual business for this class—expired and ~ 


terminated. I can add that from present in- 
dications the years from 1899 up to the present 
time will result likewise. 

“The remedy is a higher rate than charged 
now or at any time in the past for this class 
of property, and there are other classes of 
farm property, such as hay and live stock, in 
the same boat. Lightning is the cause of fully 
half these losses and lightning rods are a pro- 
tection, I have no doubt, if properly con- 
structed and kept up, but we better let the 
lightning rod man take care of that, as it 
costs money and is more expensive than insur- 
ance even at an advanced rate.” 

. 

C. E. Sheldon, western manager of the 
American of New Jersey and Security, says: 

“I have no data with me showing experi- 
ence of the Rockford office with country 
barns, but in a general way my observa- 
tion, based on nearly twenty-five years of 
insurance of farm property, places me in 
accord with the views expressed by Presi- 
dent Snow of the Home. Unquestionably, 
the storage of new hay and clover, and at a 
period when electrical storms are prevalent, 
creates an increased hazard from lightning, 
as well as furnishing frequent cases of 
spontaneous combustion. With lightning 
rods properly installed and maintained, and 
the storage of new hay and clover deferred 
until the same was thoroughly cured, the 
greatest hazards of the farm barn risk 
would be very considerably modified. 

“Attention to these matters will not, how- 

















































































ever, likely be obtained until a penalty is 
provided for failure to use protective meas- 
ures. Unfortunately—in my judgment—any 
advance in rates will drive the best risks to 
the farm mutuals, which are now our most 
successful competitors. Following the haz- 
ards above mentioned, we have those result- 
ing from incendiarism, careless use of lan- 
terns, and smoking—the last-named including 
the tramp hazard. 

“In the above brief consideration of the 
subject we have said nothing of the moral 
hazard—which covers a multitude of—losses 
ascribed to all the causes which may be 
enumerated. Close contact with the business 
and a study of the figures of the township 
and county farmers’ mutual companies and 
an acquaintance with their methods always 
bring me to the conclusion that after all the 
moral hazard—which involves owner, tenant, 
vindictive enemy and careless or evil tramp— 
is the chief source of loss in connection with 
farm barns. 

“We cannot know our assured ar- 
acter, circumstances and surroundings—and 
the values and condition of property, as do 
our farmer competitors, hence their ability to 
secure a low cost ratio even in sections which 
stock companies are obliged to avoid. We can 
lessen the danger of loss from the moral haz- 
ard, but that is a problem for each manager 
to work out for himself.” 

*x* * * 

Secretary Gund of the German of Freeport 
says as to farm barn fires: 

“Upon examining our loss records, we find 
that since May 1 there have been sixty-three 
lightning losses reported on farm barns, the 
amount aggreg gating about $30,000. If this 
ratio were to continue during the entire year, 
our loss on farm barns would average not 
less than 300 percent. As it is, the profit for 
the entire year has been dissipated during the 
summer months when losses by lightning are 
so prevalent. 

“There is a theory that the barns are par- 
ticularly susceptible to lightning when filled 
with new hay. Whether or not there is any- 
thing in this we cannot say, but it is a fact 
that the losses during the haying season are 
particularly numerous, much more so than 
in the earlier summer months. Whether or 
not a modern and efficient lightning rod will 
result in a decrease of barn losses is a ques- 
tion upon which we are unable to express an 
intelligent opinion, as we do not know any- 
thing about the so-called modern lightning 
rod. 

“The work of the ancient lightning rod 
man is no doubt still fresh in the minds of 
the majority of farmers, and considering the 
peculiar nature of the average farmer, we 
don’t believe that it would be practical for in- 
surance companies to advocate a lightning rod, 
even though there may be something of the 
kind on the market which is meritorious. 
Some good might be accomplished by bringing 
the attention of farmers’ associations to the 
fact that there is in existence a real lightning 
rod, and not having any suggestions come 
from insurance companies direct. 

“We are of the opinion that the only prac- 
tical way to solve the question is to double 
the rates on barns. There is no question but 
what the loss ratio will warrant such action; 
there is no question but what companies doing 
farm business would generally welcome a 
move of the kind and honestly co-operate; and 
there is no question but what the farm 
solicitors can easily secure the advanced rates. 
Double the rates first, attempt to introduce a 
lightning rod that is of some value, if there 
is such a thing, later on, and if it is found 
that the general introduction of these rods 
lessens the loss by Jightning, make a conces 
sion in rates on barns so equipped.” 

++ ++ 
FACTS AS TO NATIONAL MUTUAL. 

The National Mutual Fire of Omaha states 
that the report that B. P. Armstrong & Son 
of New York have been appointed general 
agents of the company for United States is in- 
correct. L. H. Gosline & Co., 159 La Salle 
street, Chicago, are the western representatives 
of the company. It expects to be regularly ad- 
mitted to Illinois before the first of the year. 
Charles E. Mabie was referred to as president 
of the company. He is not connected with it 
officially, but has done some work for the Na- 
tional. Mr. Mabie is given the title of special 
executive of the National Association of Co- 
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operative Mutual Insurance Companies. He 
has been assisting the officers of the National 
Mutual in securing its guaranty fund. 
++ ++ 
PROGRAM OF UNION MEETING. 


The committee cn order of business of the 
Western Union has announced the program 
for the annual meeting to be held at the 
Cataract House, Niagara Falls, Sept. 20. 
After the roll call and report of the com- 
mittee on membership, the president’s address 
will be delivered. Then will come the reports 
of standing committees, followed by the re- 
ports of the committees on tornado business 
and on revision of union rules. 

These questions will be discussed: 

“Shall a Rule be Adopted Prohibiting the 

Use of the Words ‘Or Assigns’ in Mortgage 
Waiver Clause?” 

“Shall the Union Establish a Bureau of 
Statistics for the Purpose of Compiling In- 
formation Showing the Cost of Carrying the 
Different Classes of Hazards?” 

When the latter of these comes up some 
lively tilts are liable to occur. Marked dif- 
ferences of opinion have developed in the past 
when this subject has been discussed, and the 
result this year will be awaited with interest. 

From the fact that the first question is put 
on the program, it is thought that the words 
“or assigns” will soon be. ruled out of the 
mortgage ‘waiver clause. Some companies 
have all along strenuously objected to “or 
assigns” on the ground that the use of these 
words may possibly cancel the identity of the 
party or parties with whom they are to deal 
in event of loss, while other companies have 
made no objection. The use of “or assigns” 
is growing, however, and an effort will be 
made to head off this violation of good un- 
derwriting principles. 

os + 

NATIONAL MAP & INSPECTION COMPANY. 

The National Map & Inspection Company 
of Chicago has now about fifty subscribers, in- 
cluding both union and non-union companies. 
lhe impression got abroad that this company 
Was an inspection bureau for non-union com- 
panies, which is a mistake. It is a private 
corporation under the management of S. S. 
Hubbard, secretary and treasurer. The other 
officers are entirely outside the insurance busi- 
ness. The feature of its reports is that it 
gives positive opinions as to the desirability 
of risks. Many material improvements have 
been secured by it and a number of losses 
have been saved to its subscribers. Only ex- 
perienced insurance man, who have been in 
the business ten years or more in an under- 
writing capacity are employed as inspectors. 
lhe company operates in the nine states con- 
tiguous to Illinois. It has already covered 
Kentucky, Illinois, Ohio, Minnesota, Wiscon- 
sin, the northern peninsula of Michigan and 
Chicago, and is now taking up risks in the 
rest of its territory. 

++ +t 
NEW SPRINKLER COMPANY. 

There promises to enter some lively com- 
petition in the sprinkler equipment field, in- 
ismuch as the B. F. Sturtevant Company, 
ocated at 281 South Clinton street, Chicago, 
manufacturers of engines and blowers, have 
gotten out a new set of valves and heads 
which are being tested at the Underwriters 
Laboratories. The Sturtevant house is a 
eood one, and if it gets its appliances ap- 
proved it will doubtless become something of 

factor. 


++ ++ 
QUESTION OF GASOLINE STORAGE. 


Companies are noting with some alarm the 
increasing abuse of the gasoline storage priv- 
ilege. Under the union rule an additional 
premium of 10 cents per $100 is required for 
permit to keep ten gallons of gasoline or 
other light petroleum products, or 25 cents 
per $100 for one barrel, the maximum quantity 
allowable, drug stores being exempt from ex- 

ra charge when the amount is not in excess 

ten gallons. When one or two barrels of 

uid are kept in an outhouse some little dis- 
tance in rear of store building no charge is 
made, neither is a permit necessary, but the 
distance between the store building and the 
building containing the gasoline has been 
gradually lessened, without any protest of 





companies, until now it is not unusual for pol- 
icies to be endorsed giving permission to keep 
one barrel—and sometimes more—in shed or 
tank “just outside,” and in rear of store, or 
in frame addition attached, and in these cases, 
while the hazard is equally as great as where 
the fluid is stored in main buildings, the com- 
panies, while recognizing this, have waived 
the additional premium as, under such cir- 
cumstances, the same is not required by the 
union rule. It has been suggested, in view 
of the growing tendency to take advantage of 
this defect in the present rule, that it be 
amended to cover the storage of gasoline 
when not at least thirty feet from the store 
building. 





+ ~~ 


SUPERVISING GENERAL AGENTS. 


With the appointment of R. L. Parsons as 
western supervising general agent of the 
Northern of New York, the number of so- 
called “saddle” general agents is increased. 
Occupying similar positions, who have the title 
of “general agent,” are C. L. De Witt of the 
Newark Fire, H. W. Murray of the Aachen 
& Munich, H. W. Colson of the New York 
Fire, W. R. beg | of the Western and 
British America, G. H. Scott of the National 
of Allegheny, U. is “Collins of the Teutonia of 
Louisiana, Neal Bassett of the Firemens of 
New Jersey, and Walter C. Leach of the Nor- 
wich Union. 

++ + 
SOME LOCAL EVENTS. 


While the advocates of more liberal credits 
for sprinkled risks have not secured all they 
desired, yet they believe that the recent action 
of the Chicago Underwriters Association is 
an earnest of what may be forthcoming in 
the future. As sprinkled business has been 
profitable in Chicago, there are a number of 
agents who believe that considerations should 
be made to order to keep competition off en- 
tirely, and that these credits should be given 
before the competition element enters. The 
committee that had in charge the question of 
credits on sprinkled risks felt that it might 
be well to allow credits for certain conditions, 
hoping to get the sub-standard plants to im- 
prove before any greater liberality was shown. 

It is conceded among local agents in Chi- 
cago that there is a let up in the observance 
of commission rules among certain offices. 
After the period of reform nearly every office 
became rigid in its adherence to rules, but 
now with business becoming dull there are 

many deviations reported. Most of these are 
in the way of excess commissions to brokers, 
class 3 men and real estate men. 

The complaints as to excess commissions 
have served to revive the talk on reducing 
preferred rates. There is quite a following 
on the street that favors such a move, hoping 
thereby to solve the excess commission prob- 
lem. 

There are now several openings in Chicago 
offices for companies. Some of the agencies 
are in a position to give companies a_first- 
class business, and it is generally believed 
that there are better berths in some offices 
in Chicago now than ever before, owing to the 
amount of placed business that has to be 
brokered. THe WESTERN UNDERWRIITER is in 
touch with a few offices where the finest kind 
of openings exist. 


L. H. Gosline, the surplus line broker of 
Chicago, will represent the National Mutual 
Fire of Omaha, in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa. 
It expects to enter Illinois. The company 
will have a guaranty fund of $200,000. 


The Traders will move its home office to 
the tenth floor of the new Borland building, 
La Salle and Monroe streets, as soon as it is 
completed. The Traders’ local agency will 
take the bank floor of the building. 

The United American Fire has now com- 
pleted its arrangements in Chicago. J. M. 
Kralovec of 648 Laflin street is appointed 
Cook county manager. Newberger & Co. 
secure the sole agency for Chicago. The firm 
is a live one and has a good business. The 
United American is a Bohemian company, and 
no doubt will have a drag on that class of 
business in Chicago. 
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ORDINANCE TO REGULATE GAS PIPES. 


Ohio Fire Marshal Sends One Out to Munici- 
palities Providing for Tests—Expected 
to Decrease the Leakage. 


State Fire Marshal Davis of Ohio says 
that the ordinance for the regulation of the 
laying of natural gas pipes and the pressure 
of the gas within them, which has been sent 
along with general ordinances for the pre- 
venting of fire dangers to the 196 towns whose 
officers have asked for them, applies equally 
to. coal or water gas systems. 

This ordinance provides that all pipes shall 
be of wrought iron tested to five hundred 
pounds’ pressure to the square inch; that the 
pressure in the “high-pressure” mains used as 
feeders shall not exceed fifteen pounds; that 
they shall stand a test of fifty pounds’ pres 
sure for one hour; that they shall have safety 
valves placed under broken stone escapes; 
that the pressure in the “low-pressure” mains 
under the streets or alleys shall not exceed 
eight pounds and shall stand a test pressure 
of fifty pounds: that service pipes between 
the street main and the property line of the 
consumer shall he tested to ten pounds. 

The ordinance further provides that all 
“house connections,” which term includes all 
pipes within the building and the one con- 
nected with the service pipe, shall stand a 
pressure of thirty pounds to the square inch 
for thirty minutes. This test to be made by 
the natural gas company at the expense of the 
plumber who has put in the house connec 
tions. 

The test which provides for pressure four 
times as great as that which is to be main- 
tained subsequently, will develop leaks in 
loose joints, in imperfectly welded points in 
seams, in gasketed unions that are not tight 
and will open any sandholes there may be in 
elbows. 

Mr. Davis says the average annual number 
of fires in Ohio from gas fixtures is about 
two hundred and fifty and that  ninety- 
six explosions of gas that had escaped in cel- 
lars occurred in Ohio last year. He points 
out the danger of gas escaping from pipes 
and working along them into cellars, as it 
loses its odor by passing through the ground 
and can be detected in a cellar only when it 
explodes. 


CINCINNATI NEWS. 














At Cincinnati, the building, 630-638 Syca- 
moer street, occupied: by the International 
Harvester Machine Company and Ross-Moyer 
Manufacturing Company, has been equipped 
with a wet-pipe Grinnel 1905 sprinkler system, 
supplied by pressure tank, city water and 
gravity tank, with auxiliary steamer connec 
tion. 

The Diem & Wing Paper Company's build- 
ing, 608-628 Eggleston avenue, has also been 
provided with a Grinnell 1905 wet-pipe system, 
with similar water supply and auxiliary Sia- 
mese steamer connection. 

The loss on the Newman-Kuhn Manufacttr- 
ing Company’s building, which was destroyed 
by fire last week, will be much less than at 
first reported. No insurance was carried on 
this place. The Ohio Knife Company and the 
Globe-Wernecke Company also suffered slight 
losses, but they are fully covered by insurance. 

J. Gano Wright has just returned from a 
trip into the mountains, where he was under 
the doctor’s care for a throat affection, to find 
that he has been elected as an officer for the 
national association for the coming year. Mr. 


FIRE INSURANCE ADJUSTER WANTED. 


Leading adjusting firm for assured wants 
services of a capable adjuster. 

Must bec mpetent to solicit fire losses. 

State age, experience, reference and 
salary. Communications confidential. 


Address BOX 513, Cincinnati, O. 
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Wright was unable to attend the Denver meet- 
ing owing to his 1ilness. 





WILL HAVE NEW FIRE DEPARTMENT. 





Wellsburg, W. Va., Whose Firemen Quit, Is 
Now Arranging for Better Protection 
Than It Had Previously, 





Curtis & Reeves, local agents at Wellsburg, 
W. Va., state that the loss on the Harvey 
Paper Company’s plant there was less than 
$200, instead of $5,000, as previously stated in 
this paper. There was no insurance. 

The plant was saved by the prompt and effi- 
cient work of the citizens and a few of the 
former firemen, as the city was without a fire 
department at the time. Some weeks ago the 
fire department resigned because of differences 
with the city council in regard to free water 
for firemen. At the last meeting of the city 
council it appointed Col. W. W. Beall chief of 
the fire department, in place of Chief Fowler. 
Colonel Beall is owner of the Commercial 
Bank and a prominent man in the community, 
and he is hard at work organizing a volunteer 
fire company such as the town has not known 
for a long time. 





OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


.Vitna—Albert I. Channel, Batavia. 

American, Pa.—Snyder & Louch, Cleveland. 

Calumet—V. 8S. Magruder, Mechanicsburg; E. 
If. Coe, Dayton. 

Citizens—John Patterson, Ada; J. B. Vail, 
eago Junction; G, H. Hamilton, Attica 

German, Freeport—E. J. Hiatt & Co, Wilming- 
ton. 

German, Pa 

Germania—Mrs. Margaret J. Lama, 


Chi- 


.—John R. Detsch, Norwalk. 
Clyde. 


IHartford—Joseph H. Storer & Co., Cleveland ; 
L.. J. Troutman, Mansfield. 
Home, } rank E. Simpson, Johnstown ; 





Antwerp. 


Frank Yager & Co., if 
i. Baumhart, Vermillion ; 


Mil. Mech.—A. 
Barber, Kent. 

North America—G, D. Gibbs, 
Fryburger, Loveland; M. W. 
Sterling. 

N. B. & M.—R. H. Clayland, Bridgeport; L. M. 
Kyes, East Palestine; W. K. Fracker, Berea; Buell 


F. W. 


Jefferson: G. E. 
Schryver, Mount 


& Robinson, Lorain. 

N. W. Nat’l—Wesley Shaner, Genoa; Henry 
Meinert, Woodville; W. B. Gregg, Bradner: H. M. 
Beck, Cleveland; J. G. Schaaf, Arlington; E. L. 


McDaniel, Fort Recovery; Wagner & Eaton, Ak- 
ron; B. E. Baker, Milford Center. 
Phila. Und.—W. W. Blue, Beallsville ; 
Wolf & Son, Fremont. 
Phenix, Eng.—E. A. Walter, New Philadelphia. 
Queen City—Pepple, Decker & Co., Toledo; 
V. Mackall & Co., East Liverpool; 8S. TD. Coser, 
Zanesville. ; 
Sun, Eng.—Bush Parker, Norwood. 
Union, Eng.—Herman 8. Blaich, Marion. 
United Firemens—G. W. Patchell, Union City. 


++ ++ 
STEEB GIVES UP COMMITTEE WORK. 

Finding it impossible to give the time he 
deems necessary for the proper conduct of 
his various official positions in field organiza- 
tions, George Velton Steeb, special agent of 
the Continental for eastern Ohio, has resigned 
as president of the Ohio League, chairman of 
the committee on water supplies and fire pro- 
tection of the Ohio State Fire Prevention As- 
sociation, chairman of the committee on chim- 
neys and flues, and member of the committee 
on car houses and on cement for building con- 
struction of the National Fire Protection As- 
sociation. 


Stephen 


++ ++ 
MATT BECOMES SPECIAL AGENT. 
Harry B. Matt, one of the inspectors of the 
Ohio Inspection Bureau, who is a son of the 
well-known local agent, George Matt of Lan- 
caster, has been appointed special agent of the 
German American and German Alliance in 
Ohio. This gives State Agent Dye two assis- 
tants, the other being C. G. McCray of Logan. 


AFFAIRS AT CLEVELAND 














Cleveland agents have about all taken their 
vacations and are at their desks again ready 
to take up the cudgel for fall business, whici 
they expect to be quite satisfactory. Not 
only has the city had a very handsome growth 
in business and manufacturing buildings this 
summer, but by the end of the year it is safe 
to say that retail interests will show a com- 
mensurate increase. In the way of preferred 
business, the contractors have been busy pro- 
viding thousands of new dwellings all over the 





city. Nitwithstanding the fact that a carpen- 
ters’ strike has been on all summer, there seems 
to have been as much building in the resi- 
dence districts as ever. The agents will, there- 
fore, have plenty to do in corralling the new 
business, as well as looking after the increase 
in the old. 





BAD CONDITION AT ORRVILLE. 


Conditions at Orrville are reported to be 
in bad shape. The main complaint is directed 
against John M. Fiscus, who is charged with 
cutting preferred rates. The other agents 
seem disposed to co-operate, but claim they 
cannot get support from Mr. Fiscus. It is 
likely that the other agents will be permitted 
to meet his rates. 

$e ++ 
REVISING THE RULES. 

A committee consisting of M. J. Reese, 
J. R. Warner and Hewitt Shauck is at work 
revising the rules of the Licking County 
Branch of the Ohio Association at Newark, 
preparatory to having the revision submitted 


to the agents, and then put into permanent 
form for use. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


_ The new agent for the Connecticut at Xenia 
is N. A. Fulton. 

The agency of W. D. Lama at Clyde has been 
transferred to Mrs. W. D. Lama, and the Teu- 
tonia of Dayton added to the list of companies 
represented. 

The annual meeting of the Meigs County 
Association of Local Agents will be held some 
time in November, when officers for the next 
year will be chosen. 

The agency of W. H. McGervey at Xenia 
has added a new member in the person of 
Orville Stevens. This agency will now be 
McGervey & Stevens. 

A new agency has been started at Lima by 
Elmer D. Webb, who now represents the 
Traders and American Central. Mr. Webb 
has joined the local board. 

The jurisdiction of the Sandusky County 
Underwriters Association now includes the 


towns of Fremont, Clyde, Bellevue, Green 
Spring, Gibsonburg and Woodville. 
Reports from Portsmouth, O., show the 


local board there in an excellent condition, ali 
the agents being members and good practices 
in all things pertaining to correct under writ- 
ing maintained. 


Wm. J. Reilly has opened a new agency at 
Lima, O., representing the following compa- 
nies: Federal of New Jersey and Springfield 
F. & M. Mr. Reilly has become a member 
of the local board. 


Willard Smyers, who formerly had an agency 
at Hamilton, but who sold out and removed to 
New York with his family, may return to 
Hamilton, and, if so, will probably enter the 
insurance business once more. 


Gus Engle has purchased the agency of 
Gross & Smith at Bellevue. This agency rep- 
resents the American of Newark, American of 
Philadelphia, German of Pittsburg, German of 
Indiana, German National and New Hamp- 
shire. 

The county association at Findlay is in ex- 
cellent shape, and Vice-President J. R. Kagy 
now fills the president’s chair, owing to the 
resignation of the former president, J. Q. Cod- 
ding. The annual election will be held in 
November. 





Bement, III., 
water mains, 
pressure. 


is figuring on an extension of 
new fire hydrants and added 





The Cerro Gordo Mutual County Fire In- 
surance Company of Piatt county, Illinois, has 
been incorporated. The rate of fire insurance 
as stipulated by the board will be 25 cents 
per $100 for five-year policies, with $1 policy 
fee and 4o cents additional to go to the secre- 
tary on each risk. 





Companies have been furnished with rules 
and requirements of the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters for the manufacture of 
wired glass, and the construction of frames 
for wired and prism glass used as fire retard- 
ant. 


“ing apparatus. 





STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


TO DISCUSS OUTSIDE COMPETITION. 








One of the Live Subjects Now in Illinois Will 
Come Before the State Board 
Meeting. 





The Illinois State Board will hold its quar- 
terly meeting in Chicago next week and it 
promises to be of interest because the question 
of competition of non-affiliated companies will 
no doubt be discussed. The field men have 
recognized the fact that the companies that 
are not affiliated with either organization are 
gradually making inroads and getting the bet- 
ter class of business by cutting rates. A spe- 
cial committee of the Illinois State Board has 
been considering the question of this compe- 
tition and has made a report to the govern- 
ing committee of the union on the subject. 
These companies have been branching out in 
the small towns and are able to secure the 
best risks by shading the tariff. 





WILL HAVE A NEW SPECIAL. 


Following the resignation of H. M. Beck, 
special agent of the Norwich Union, General 
Agent Walter C. Leach will appoint a new 
man in Illinois. He will probably secure 
some man now in the local business. - 

++ ++ 


LESS INSURANCE IS CARRIED. 


There has been a good deal of complaint 
from field men in Illinois and local agents con- 
cerning the attitude of business men who are 
disposed to cut down their insurance owing 
to the higher rates. Many instances are 
pointed out in almost every town where mer- 
chants and others have reduced their lines 
and some refuse to carry any insurance at all 
This is having an affect on the premium re- 
ceipts. 

++ ++ 


NIGHT BROUGHT OUT THE STARS. 


The recent fire at Princeville, where five 
buildings were burned, brought to light a 
number of cut-rate policies issued by com- 
panies all supposed to be co-operating on 
rates. 

++ tt 


ELECTRICAL INSPECTION AT PEORIA. 


The new municipal electrical inspector at 
Peoria is doing good work and the standard 
of wiring is improving. Despite consider- 
able influence brought to bear to induce him to 
approve the wiring of the Schipper & Bloch 
building, he has insisted that it be brought 
up to code requirements. He has been backed 
in this by the bureau inspector and the demand 
will be complied with. It is believed this 
firm stand will have a beneficial effect, as 
supervision has been rather lax. 

The city electrician needs an additional man 
to properly carry on the work, but expensive 
municipal improvements contemplated will 
prevent any increase in the force. 

Outside wiring is still in poor condition 
and no effort has been made by the city to 
place its wires under ground, which, by fran- 
chise agreement would compel the lighting 
company to remove its pole lines. The fire 
alarm wiring is in need of repairs to make 
it reliable, and if allowed to remain in its 
present condition, notice will be taken, by 
companies, of the increased hazard. 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 


New rate books have been issued for Lon- 
don Mills and Latham, III. 

H. M. Crosbie of Joliet has 
agency of the Queen City Fire. 

A. E. Woodford, the Princeton local agent, 
has married Mrs. Mary L. Fish. 

Rice & Larrick is the name of a new real 
estate and insurance firm at Decatur, III. 

Fire Chief Adam Schoberlein of Aurora has 
heen called before the board of police and fir 
commissioners on the charge of inefficiency, 
not maintaining proper discipline and neglect- 
‘al Four firemen preferred the 
The chief says he will disprove them 


taken ail 


charges. 
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UNDERWRITING IN MIGHIGAN 


CONDITIONS REPORTED PROSPEROUS. 








Special Agents Find Everything in the North- 
ern Peninsula in Good Shape and 
Business Booming. 





The Michigan special agents have about 
completed their visit to the northern penin- 
sula and find affairs in remarkablv good shape, 
with prosperity on every hand. The mines 
are almost all in operation with splendid pros- 
pects before them. The lumber industry is 
also in a healthful condition. 
peninsula does not give the companies very 
much trouble and as good rates are obtained 
on all classes of business, it is regarded as a 
profitable field. Of late there have been a 
number of new companies entering this sec- 
tion for business. 





MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Aachen & M.—L. T. Closterhouse, Grand Rapids. 

American, Mass.—I. C. Montague (succeeding E. 
D. Nash), Allegan. 

Amer. Cent.—P. B. De Lisle, Delray. 

British America—Michael Hoban, st. Ignace. 

Calumet—Carrie L. Simins, Battle Creek. 

Cooper—C. L. Winters, Greenville; John Me- 
Devitt, Jackson. 

Eagle—F. W. Ward, Battle Creek; W. F. Stir- 
ling, Charlotte; L. B. Saunders & Co., Grand Rap- 
ids; John McDevitt, Jackson; H. E. Hollon, 


Marshall. 
Equitable—B. N. Savidge, Reed City. 
Fire Assn.—C. E. Kinney, Sheboygan: C. E. 


Sweet, Dowagiac; M. A. Stevens, St. Louis. 
German, Freeport—A. C. Fenn, Mancelona. 
Ger. Amer., N. Y.—G. W. Haffner, Lennon. 

Ger. Alliance—Kelley & McDonald, Aipena. 

Girard—P. T. Colgrove, Hastings; S. P. Hicks, 
Lowell. 

Mercantile—W. H. Butler, Ann Arbor. 

Mich. Com’l1—Hayward Ins., Real Estate & Loan 

Agency, Sault Ste. Marie. 

Mil. Mech.—F. A. Foster, Ludington. 

N. B. & M.—C. E. Kinney, Sheboygan; Prentiss 

Cannon, Deerfield; S. B. Emmons, Mendon. 

N. W. Nat’l—H. M. Beck, Detroit. 

Royal Exch.—li. G. Wiley, South Haven. 

Skandia.—Bernard T. Duffey (succeeding D. W. 

Andrews), Detroit. 

State, Eng.—O. J. Graves, Jackson. 

Sun, Eng.—Doyle & Hurley, Alpena. 

United Firemens—J. R. Santo, Traverse City. 
Western, Pa.—Frank A. Foster, Ludington. 


++ ++ 
KLOCKSIEM ELECTED PRESIDENT. 

At the annual meeting of the Michigan 
Knights of the Grip, held in Jackson last week, 
H. C. Klocksiem of Lansing, state agent of the 
Cincinnati Underwriters, was elected president 
by a unanimous vote. He is one of the oldest 
members of this organization, to which a num- 
ber of Michigan field men belong. 

++ ++ 
NEWS FROM PORT HURON. 

Miss Irene Atkins, principal in one of the 
city schools at Port Huron, has resigned her 
position and purchased an interest in her 
father’s agency, which is one of the oldest in 
this city. The firm name will be Atkins & Co. 

John S. Whitliff has bought out the P. IL. 
Carson agency. 

State Agent Shmemann of the Connecticut 
has placed his company with John S. Whitliff, 
Wright, Hoyt & Co. having resigned it when 
the company retired from the union. 

++ a+ 


FAST WORK AT GRAND RAPIDS. 


The crack team and crew at No. 7 engine 
house, Grand Rapids, made a run of 150 
vards, the crew unloaded, laid and had water 
in 100 feet of hose in just 30 seconds from 
the stroke of the gong. This record, it is 
claimed, has been equaled only by the crack 
crews and teams of the New York and Kan- 
sas City departments. 

++ ++ 
LOCAL AGENTS STILL HOPEFUL. 


The leading local agents of Grand Rapids 
helieve that they have the situation well in 
hand and do not anticipate any trouble from 
the attitude of the Norwich Union, which noti- 
fied its agents that it would no longer observe 
the advisory tariff on preferred business. 
Conditions in Grand Rapids have been aggra- 
vating, and owing to the number of new 
buildings going up there has been keen com- 
petition for the preferred classes. The local 





mn 





The northern - 





agents, however, are not seeking »ny demoral- 
ization that can possibly be averted. 
++ ++ 
TOURING THE MICHIGAN FIELD. 

J. A. Kelsey, United States manager of the 
Aachen & Munich, and H. W. Murray, gen- 
eral agent for the west, are making a trip 
through Michigan this week visiting the 
larger towns. They expect to make a rather 
extensive western tour, touching the larger 
points. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


Kelley & McDonall have secured the agency 
of the German Alliance at Alpena, Mich. 

The New Brunswick Fire has been admitted 
to Michigan, with Joseph Belanger of Detroit 
as attorney to accept service. 

The Washtenaw Mutual Fire of Ann Arbor 
has voted an assessment of 26 cents per $100 
insurance to cover the losses of the past year. 
Of the sixty-six losses, twenty-eight were 
caused by lightning. 

Martin C. DeJager, a member of the insur- 
ance firm of J. S. Crosby & Co., Grand Rapids, 
died suddenly of heart failure at his home in 
that city, aged 46 years. Mr. DeJager was a 
member of the Grand Rapids Board of Educa- 
tion for several years and was a prominent 
member of a number of fraternal societies. 





| SOUTHERN NOTES 








The two new companies promoted by L. B. 
Leigh & Co., Little Rock, Ark—the Continen- 
tal and the National—will shortly begin busi- 
ness, and both will issue underwriters’ policies 
in that state, giving Leigh & Co. the agency 
representation of four companies. The Con- 
tinental’s tender will be the Western Under- 
writers, and the National’s the United Under- 
writers. 

The premiums at Paducah, Ky., for the 
first six months of 1905 fell about $3,000 
short of the corresponding period of 1904. 
It is expected that the balance of the year 
will show a similar decrease. 

Reeves & Wilcox have succeeded O. B. 
Starks & Co., as agents for the Milwaukee 
Mechanics at Paducah, Ky. Reeves & Wil- 
cox, also have the Connecticut, and Starks & 
Co. have the New Hampshire and the Amer- 
ican of Boston. 

The loss on the Harth Brothers Grain Com- 
pany of Paducah, Ky., which occurred about 
two months ago, is still unsettled. The par- 
ties in the loss went into an appraisement, and 
an award was made by the two appraisers 
and the umpire. The assured, however, has 
so far refused to settle and the courts will 
likely be called on to adjudicate the case. 

A Virginia licence has been issued to the 
Republic Fire of Norfolk, which will begin 
active business shortly. The secretary of the 
company is Elmer Bennett, who was the active 
promoter. The Republic will start with $50,- 
000 capital and $25,000 surplus, which has 
been fully subscribed by well-known and re- 
sponsible citizens of Norfolk. 

The Seaboard Fire of Norfolk, Va., is in- 
creasing its capital and will extend its opera- 


tions generally throughout Virginia. All of 
the new stock has been subscribed. 
W. R. Prescott, assistant manager of the 


Queen, A. R. Thommasson, general agent of 
the North British, and F. C. Calkins, special 
agent of the Northern Assurance, have been 
appointed a special committee by President 
Dexter of the Southeastern Tariff Association 
to get data in all agency towns in tariff asso- 
ciation territory where business has been lost 
to the mutuals. 

It has been announced that James Shelton, 
who has been with the firm of Cravens & 
Kelly at Houston, Tex., will continue with 
McClure Kelly & Co., as superintendent of 
the bonding and liability department. J. A. 
Adams, formerly with Johnson & Higgins of 
New York, will have charge of the marine 
end of McClure Kelly & Co.’s business. The 
firm has the general agency of the Ocean Ac- 
cident & Guarantee and the New Jersey Plate 
Glass for Texas, and expects shortly to take 
on a large bonding company. As marine 
agent, the firm has the Texas department for 
the Thames & Mersey, United States Lloyds 
and St. Paul. 





WEEK'S NEWS IN INDIANA. 


SOME INDIANAPOLIS LOCAL EVENTS. 











Very Low Rate Made on New’ Improved 
Risk—Exhibitors at State Fair 
Want Insurance. 





The work of elevating railroad tracks in 
Indianapolis has so cut off the Long-Knight 
Lumber Company’s yards that the American 
Manufacturers Mutual canceled the insurance. 
The city has been asked for a new fire plug 
near the plant. 

Fire Chief Coots’ solicitude for the Indian- 
apolis fire department horses cost the city $20 
the other day. He was afraid to feed the 
horses new hay, and was therefore authorized 
to pay $2 a ton more for ten tons of old hay. 

The new building of L. S. Ayres & Co. in 
Indianapolis has been covered at the lowest 
rate ever made in the city, 75 cents for five 
years, with 90 percent coinsurance. It is fire- 
proof, sprinkled, with stairways and elevator 
shafts, etc., cut off. It will be used for the 
dry goods business. 

Indianapolis is said to have had fewer in- 
cendiary fires for the first half of the year than 
any city of its population in the country. 

The Indiana State Fair will be held at In- 
dianapolis all next week. There has been a 
lively demand for insurance on the exhibits. 
The city fire department will have one com- 
pany on the grounds. 

The regular weekly meetings of the Indiana 
State Board were resumed on Monday. 





LOOSE METHODS IN TORNADO INSURANCE. 
Complaint comes from a prominent company 
that it is not able to secure its share of tor- 
nado business in Indiana on account of the 
loose methods of other companies in writing 
such business without any requirements as to 
the amount carried, as to value and other im 
portant details. 
+ + 
INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
British America—McGary, Stewart «& 
Princeton. s 
Commercial Unnon—A. H. Wampler, Gosport. 
German, Peoria—J. G. McCoy, Greencastle; J. 
Ii. Huntington, Bloomington: A. D. Rose, Martins- 
ville: E. B. Grose, Greenfield; Marshall Thatcher, 


Co., 


Frankfort; C. A. Day, Seymour; C. A. Burton, 
Bedford. 
Ger. Amer., N. Y.—A. J. Bayne, Frankfort. 


Germania—B. B. Richards, Galveston. 
Hartford—J. W. Rothenberger, Syracuse; J. B. 
Van Nada & Co., Petersburg. ; 
Home, N. Y.—W. H. Schorer, Clay City; Guy 
A. Draper, Ellettsville; J. B. Kunse, Peru. 
London & Lancashire—Mrs. Amalia Hink, Ham 
mond. : 
Mich. Com'l—W. J. Myers, Decatur; M. F. 
Campbell, Auburn; A. D. Barnes, Laporte. 
Niagara—Jeffrey & Morgan, Chesterton. 
N. W. National—Renuben Hess, Morocco. 
Phenix—W. J. Humes, Fortville; Huffman & 
Bayne, Frankfort: H. V. Nixon, Newport. 
Phenix, Ct.—T. L. Osborn, Greentown. 
Security, Md.—Haag & Haag,- Peru. € 
Shawnee—J. T. Graves. Monticello; J. Floyd 
Irish, Hammond; B. F. Veal, Michigan City; G. 
W. McClellan, Huntington; L. L. Broaddus, Con- 
nersville: John Corcoran, Greenfield; C. W. 
Wright, Knightstown: G. C. Ball, Richmond; G. 
A. Doney, Cambridge City; E. E. Cheneweth, Win- 
chester; L. N. Pierce, Hagerstown; T, J. Cooper, 
Princeton; Bennett & Hutchinson, Evansville ; 
Isenhower & Brown, Martinsville: Robinson & 
Hyatt, Washington; G. W. Taber, Terre Haute. 
Wabash—J. ,. Bowen, New Castle; Walsh, 
Seaton & Dalman, Fort Wayne; W. T. Markle, 
Cambridge City: J. H. Huntington, Bloomnigten ; 
N. D. Morris. New Albany: J. R. Evertson, Mount 
Vernon: kh. F. Davis, Vincennes: Little & King, 
Evansville; R. C. Jones, Valparaiso. 
++ ++ 
GOOD PROSPECTS AT INDIANAPOLIS. 
Real estate men at Indianapolis report an 
unusually lively business in their line this 
summer. It is stated that building operations 
are very extensive and that much outside capi- 
tal is being invested in Indianapolis property. 
This means, of course, greater activity in the 
fire insurance business in that city within the 
near future. 











INDIANA NOTES. 
The Reliance Marine of Liverpool has been 
licenced to operate in Indiana. 
The Transatlantic Fire of Germany 
made application for license in Indiana. 


has 
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FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


CONSIDER THE SOLICITOR QUESTION. 











Milwaukee Agents and Local Companies En- 
deavor to Finda Cure for Some of the 
Evils in the Business, 





Officials of the Milwaukee companies and 
the directors of the Milwaukee Board of Un- 
derwriters held a conference last week for the 
purpose of discussing existing conditions in 
the local field and, if possible, to discover a 
plan that will remedy some of the present prac- 
tices. 

The meeting was arranged by the agents 
because there have been so many complaints 
of business lost to people who are not author- 
ized solicitors. Agents representing stock 
companies and the local companies are all 
members of the board, and if all would live up 
to their promises and moral obligations there 
would be no trouble. But moral obligations 
do not seem to count for much when “pre- 
ferred” business is in sight, and here, as else- 
where, preferred business is the root of the 
evil of multiple agency and solicitor questions. 

There was a free exchange of opinions at 
the meeting, the agents claiming that the num- 
ber of unauthorized solicitors was constantly 
increasing and that the local companies were 
largely responsible, but not entirely so, as sev- 
eral agents are suspected of paying commis- 
sions to almost anyone who will bring in a 
risk. The company officials explained how 
much worse conditions were in some other 
cities than in Milwaukee, but expressed a will- 
ingness to co-operate on any good plan. ‘The 
practical result of the conference was the ap- 
pointment of a committee of six to consider 
the matter further and to evolve a plan which 
will solve the solicitor question if possible. 
The committee consists of August Rebhan, 
president of the local board; Wiliiam T. Du- 
rand and Charles F. Hibbard, representing the 
agents, and William L. Jones, president of the 
Milwaukee Machanics and Milwaukee Fire; 
W. M. Patton, president of the Northwestern 
National, and Frank Damkoehler, secretary of 
the Concordia. 

2 & 

The solicitor question has always been more 
or less troublesome, but it has grown much 
worse since such high commissions have been 
offered for preferred business. The agents 
have tried various plans to restrict the number 
of solicitors. Previous to 1899 anyone could 
become a solicitor by depositing $50 and agree- 
ing to make fire insurance his principal busi- 
ness. In 1899 a new rule was passed that 
limited each agent to one solicitor for each 
$10,000 in premiums written, and each local 
company to one for each $5,000 in premiums, 
and also increased the cost to the solicitor by 
charging $100 membership fee and, in addition, 
requiring a deposit of $100 to be drawn on in 
case of fines. Another by-law prohibited an 
agent from accepting business from any solici- 
tor accredited to another office, but this rule 
was not long effective, and solicitors began to 
peddle their business. 

* * * 

The agents writing a small business soon 
thought they were getting the short end of the 
solicitor deal, and general dissatisfaction re- 
sulted, that brought about the repeal of the 
rule limiting the number allowed each agent 
and company. 

The board still requires the $1¢0 membership 
fee and increased deposit, and this has certainly 
kept down any large increase in the number 
of authorized solicitors, but it is thought by 
some to be largely responsible for the number 
unauthorized, and it may be that a reduction 
of the above amounts will be recommended. 

No one denies that the root of the whole evil 
is in high commissions paid for certain classes 
of business, and, of course, these classes must 
be very profitable to the companies at the pres- 
ent rates. 





WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Aachen & Munich—G. H. Seely, Menominee. 

American, Pa.—-B. C. Pape, New London. 

Amer. Cent —V. T. Lacy, South Milwaukee. 

Calumet—J. M. Pleasants, Menasha. 

Concordia—J. F. Henderson, Whitewater. 

Hartford—J. W. Werner, Bloomer; H. N. Ware, 
Jim Falls. 

Metropolitan—August Ruhlander, Appleton; 
Schoetz & Gensenbrenner, Menasha. 











. Jenks, Layal. 

N. W. National—c. C. Ertz, Manitowoc. 

Phenix—Henry Babler, Humbird; F. E. Dor- 
scher, Platteville; G. H. Burton, Elcho; G. H. 
Hendry, Holcomb ; B. S. Nelson, Pelican; W. A. 
Hauser, Rubicon; W. Bi Husting, Theresa; J. B. 
Anderson, Upson; C. F. Brodock, Woodruff; A. T. 
Clinton, La Crosse. 

Prov. Wash.—John Howe, Amery. 

St. Paul—Henry Babler, Humbird; A. P. Gale, 
Wonewoc; G. M. Breakey, Alma Center; O. A. 
Stolen, Mount Horeb. 

W’msburg City—C. L. Mead, Plymouth. 

+t e+ 
WITHDRAWS FROM UNION AGENCIES. 

The United American’s new special planted 
his company in several union agencies in Wis- 
consin, and for a minute it looked as if some- 
one were seeking trouble; but the agencies 
were promptly taken up, as the management 
is not trying to antagonize any company or 
class of companies. 








CREAMERY BUSINESS IS BEING LOST. 


Mutual Specializing on This Class of Business 
Is Gobbling Up the Best Risks 
in the State. 


The stock companies are losing much of 
the creamery business in Wisconsin to the 
creamery mutual, which operates extensively 
in the state and writes the business at low 
rates. The creamery business from a fire in- 
surance standpoint has improved in Wiscon- 
sin, owing to better construction and the finan- 
cial condition of the concerns controlling 
these creameries being on a more stable basis. 
Formerly there were two or three creameries 
in the same neighborhood and hence the farm- 
ers were not able to supply all of them to 
advantage, which caused one or two in each 
locality to get in financial straits. Most of the 
creameries are operated by stock companies, 
the farmers owning part of the stock. The 
business is regarded as fairly good by the 
stock companies if the full tariff rates could 
be secured. 





NOTES FROM MILWAUKEE, 











T. E. Brennan, a well-known adjuster of 
Milwaukee, was nearly drowned in Lake 
Beulah a few days ago, being rescued in a 
semi-conscious condition. 

Milton A. Friedy, for the past twelve years 
in the office of C. F. Hibbard & Co., will move 
to Chicago Oct. I and take a position in the 
loss department of the Royal. 

The Farmers & Merchants will replace the 
United Underwriters agency in Henry Adler’s 
office. Courtenay & White have also been 
given an agency of the Farmers & Merchants. 

The Transatlantic of Germany returns to 
Milwaukee after an absence of some years and 
goes to Henry Gollush, who gives up his 
agency of the Security of Baltimore. 

Jim Heaney, a brother of George E. Heaney, 
superintendent of surveys for the local board, 
has resigned his position with the board, to 
accept a position with the Wisconsin Field- 
mens Club. 





EXPLANATION OF SUPERIOR DECREASE. 


There has been considerable complaint from 
the companies regarding the decrease in busi- 
ness in Superior. The local agents explain 
most of this falling off owing to the fact that 
a large amount of grain was placed last De- 
cember and expirations on this business have 
come this year. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


It is reported that certain companies are 
cutting rates at Wittenberg, Wis. 

Sunderland & Ostrander resign the Con- 
necticut at Superior to unionize. It goes to 
Schmitt & Howe. 

The local agency of Charles A. Loveland, 
Jr., at Platteville, Wis., has been unionized by 
the Connecticut being resigned. 

E. R. Burke has retired from the agency 
of Withee, Burke & Borreson of La Crosse, 
Wis,, and opened an agency of his own. 





THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


CONTEST WILL BE FOR RECOGNITION. 











Two St. Paul Organizations Put It Up to the 
National Association to Decide Which 
Is the Real Board. 


The contest between the St. Paul Fire Un- 
derwriters Association and the old St. Paul 
Board of Underwriters, recently revived by 
the non-board agencies of St. Paul, will prob- 
ably develop into a test as to which associa- 
tion is entitled to recognition by the National 
Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents, 
the grievance committee of which is about 
to investigate conditions in St. Paul. 

Should the grievance committee recom- 
mend that the companies represented in the 
national association be requested to instruct 
their St. Paul agents to join the St. Paul 
board, the so-called non-board members will 
say that they belong to the oldest board in 
the city. The members of the St. Paul Un- 
derwriters Association maintain that the old 
board surrendered its right to recognition by 
suspending operations for several years. Thus 
the national association will probably be called 
upon to decide which board is entitled to 
recognition. 

The officers of the old board say that they 
will take no further steps toward organiza- 
tion until the St. Paul association shows its 
hand further. The members of the present 
association say that as far as they are con- 
cerned there will be no new developments 
until the report of the grienance committee of 
the national association is announced. 

The “St. Paul Underwriters Association is 
not taking any definite action in this contest,” 
said President E. E. Hughson. “The associa- 
tion has had no meeting since the delegates 
returned from the national convention at Den- 
ver. As far as we are concerned, the ques- 
tion is up to the grievance committee of the 
national association.” 





MAY BLOCK OUT NEW FIELD. 


The Traders is now figuring on blocking 
out another field consisting of Missouri and 
Kansas and placing a special agent in charge 
of that field. The main idea of this is to 
give Special Agent C. R. McCabe, who now 
handles Illinois and Missouri, more time to 
devote to Illinois. The Traders will likely 
expand considerably in its home state, Illi- 
nois, from now on. 

++ ++ 
MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Aachen & M.—Nerthern Land & Realty Co., 
Mankato. 

cg ang ‘e Hayes, Le Roy; L. G. San- 
ders, Mehnomen ; F. Woodward, Marshall; J. E. 
Sokol, ret ened diag 

German, Peoria—Charles H. Getty, Fairmont. 

German, V’a.—Elston & Britts, Duluth. 

Ger. Amer., Y.—First National Bank, Inter- 
national Falls; First State Bank, Deep River; 
L. BE. Hardy, Oakland; George Beckman, Helena ; 
G. A. Kortsch, Kensington; W. C. Thorn, Rush- 
more; C. M. Minert, Holloway. 

Home, N. Y.—J. O. Lynstad, Halstad; Magnus 
Lundberg, Crookston; O. S. Opheim, Watson; P. 
G. Anderson, Chokio; Lester J. Fitch, Tracy: 
John R. Sorenson, Storden; Giles C. Winchell, 
Kimball; P. H. Conley, Graceville. 

Queen City—C. F. Dorian, Sauk Center. 

Reliance—J. Rice Williams, Granite Falls; C. L. 
Miles, Pipestone; P. M. Regan, St. Paul. 

Spring Garden—Mathias Glennstad, Tyler; G. 
W. Hill, Owatonna; A. J. Hayes, Le Roy. 

State, Eng.—John J. Lawrence, St. Paul. 

State of Ili—G. O. Halyvorson, Bricelyn. 

at ++ 
MAKING AN INSPECTION OF FARGO. 

An inspector from the Minnesota and North 
Dakota board has been examining the electrical 
conditions at Fargo, N. D. Rates were in- 
creased in this city on account -of fire protec- 
tion some time ago. Since that time the city 
has improved the fire department and water 
works system and expects to get a substantial 
reduction as soon as the Minnesota and Dakota 
board makes a thorough inspection of the city. 

++ ++ 


SHAWNEE IN MISSOURI. 

J. T. Wayland & Co. of Kansas City, gei 
eral agents of the Shawnee Fire for Missouri, 
are getting the company well planted in that 
state. The Wayland office is quite a live prop- 
osition. It has appointed George T. McMahon 
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of Kansas City and R. C. Wayland of Arm- 
strong, Mo., special agents of the Shawnee in 
the state. 





FEAR NEW HAZARD MAY BE RESULT. 





At Hibbing, Minn., Wires Carrying High-Po- 
tential Currents May Endanger Property 
Unless Much Care Is Exercised. 


At Hibbing, Minn., the enforcement of the 
electrical inspection ordinance, together with 
the assistance of the inspection bureau, has 
resulted in a fair standard for inside wiring. 
The superintendent of the municipal lighting 
plant is the inspector. In this capacity his 
work might be criticised as somewhat diffi- 
dent regarding certain details, as an unsettled 
political situation has had a tendency to make 
him rather timid about making trouble for 
careless wiring contractors. 

Outside lines, including service wires, need 
considerable attention, and a small beginning 
has already been made on the work. The su- 
perintendent has promised to give matters 
complained of attention. Contemplated en- 
largement of the station will prevent the ex- 
penditure of much money on outside work 
at this time, but the plan to buy current from 
the Great Northern Power Company may in- 
clude considerable reconstruction work, and 
improvements should then be forthcoming. 

A number of iron mines in the vicinity will 
probably be operated by electricity in the near 
future. The current will be supplied by the 
Great Northern Power Company and some 
apprehension is felt that overhead circuits 
carrying extra high potential may not be suffi- 
ciently isolated from routes traversed by sig- 
nal and ordinary light and power wires, there- 
by creating a serious fire hazard to all property 
connected with the latter. Care should be ex- 
ercised in the choice of routes approaching 
mines, so that buildings or structures may not 
be jeopardized unnecessarily. The entire 
equipment can be installed in comparative 
safety without any serious additional expense, 
and it is believed the power company wiil see 
the wisdom of such a course. 





MISSOURI AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Citizens—Phillips & James, New Madrid; A. R. 
Hilmer & Co., St. Louis; Peter Kaullen, Rich 
Fountain. 

Concordia—Charles D. Goodrum, Lamar. 

German, Freeport—J. H. Scott, Jr., Lancaster. 

Ger. Amer., N. Y.—John Sparks, Westboro; W. 
C. Goshorn, Bell Flower; McKee & ‘Thurstein, 
Hemple; H. R. Anderson, Conway; Brown & Son, 
Grimson; G. W. Covington, Flat River; T. J. 
Johndrow, Gerster; S. E. Turner; East Prairie; 
Dannenberg Bros. Co., Kimmswick; C. C. Crouch, 
La Grange ; ". T. Wilson, Elwood; E. 8S. Morton, 
Hiume; W. Hill, Lupus ; Noah N. Nichols, Mans- 
field ; Omer Te. Mason & Co., Golden City. 

Glens Falis—J. W. Underwood, Aurora. 

Home, N. Y.—A. L. Reeves, Steelville; Richard 
Minter, Kirksville; Allen & Jones, Laclede; John 
Rohrer, Bourbon; A. J. Barnett, Cuba; Rufe Scott, 
Galena: Herman Lueckenhoff, Freeburg; J. A. 
MecCullah, Reed's Springs; W. A. Boucher, Purdy ; 
Galloway & Thomas, Cassville; James McDowell, 
Cabool: G. H. Merten, Villa Ridge;-W. W. Coff- 
man, Mountain View; W. G. Roesner, Rosebud; 
Lee Kirby, Crane. 

Indemnity—Graham & Cummingham, Hannibal. 

North America—J. S. Shannon, Elsberry; J. C. 
White, Lees’ Summit; H. C. Wallace, Lexington : 
Galloway & Thomas, Cassville; D. R. O'Neal, Re- 
public; C. B. Davis, St. Louis: W. A. McGuire, 
Walnut Grove; C. F. Enright, St. Joseph; E. J. 
Green, Mountain Grove. 

L. & L. & G.—J. H. Settle, Greenville: Richard 
Minter, Kirksville; C. F. Smith, La Belle; A. P. 
ilamilton, = hmond. 

‘.. W. Nat’'l—F. J. Dougherty, St. Louis; J. B. 
Smith, Marshfield. 

Orient—J. H. Bland Jr., Canton. 

Phenix, Ct.—T. J. Brown, Burlington Junction ; 
A. C. Vasterling, Cape Girardeau. 

Rochester German—J. C. Crawford, Carthage; 
©. E, Gilbert, Nevada; W. J. Haydon, Springfield ; 
J. J. Funk, Webb City. 

Transatlantic—J. L. Zeidler, St. Joseph; Insur- 
ance Agency Co., St. Louis, 


te ++ 

NO ELECTRICAL ORDINANCE AT EVELETH. 

Eveleth, Minn., has no ordinance governing 
electric wiring and the new work is often 
carelessly done. Owners who demand insur- 
ance certificates get better work than those 
not thus protected. 

Overhead wiring and service entrances are 
poor and need overhavling. The present man- 
agement of the lighting company has not had 
control very long and is only interested as 
lessee, consequently comparatively little expen- 
diture can be expected for betterments on pole 











lines, etc. The inspection department having 
jurisdiction has made commendable progress 
in correcting the more common abuses inci- 
dent to electrical construction work. The 
Great Northern Power Company contemplates 
serving the mines in this district with power 
and light. 
++ +t 
ELECTRICITY CAUSED THE FIRE. 


The Hutchinson Wholesale Grocery Com- 
pany’s total loss at Kansas City recently was 
reported to have had its origin in axle grease. 
As axle grease is not supposed to be of a na- 
ture to cause spontaneous combustion, this 
statement occasioned no little comment, but 
now comes the report indicating that subtle 
source, electricity, was the cause. It seems 
several joints of stove pipe were discovered, 
in taking up the floor, between the joists and 
contracting the wires, and finally wearing off 
the insulation short-circuited firing the joints 
just above the axle grease. 





ELECTRICAL CONDITIONS ONLY FAIR. 


Considerable Room for Improvement Exists at 
Virginia, Minn.—No Provision for Mu- 
nicipal Supervision of Wiring. 


At Virginia, Minn., is is reported there is 
no municipal supervision of electric wiring 
and new work will average only fair. One 
installation, on which an insurance certificate 
is to be required when completed, was found 
to be practically standard, while another, the 
work of the same contractor, was seriously 
deficient. The bureau inspector accompanied 
the contractor over the work and pointed out 
its objectionable features. The stock of elec- 
trical fittings was also examined and found 
to contain some out-of-date devices. In the 
future only approved material will be ordered. 
It is believed that the local contractor, realiz- 
ing a visit from an electrical inspector is liable 
to occur at any time, will endeavor to do 
better work. Outside wiring conditions are 
about the same as in the average city of this 
size, and could be very much improved. An 
ordinance is now before the city council re- 
quiring the removal of the telephone com- 
pany’s pole line from the main street. The 
lighting company occupies the alley, and the 
addition of a second pole line here will create 
considerable confusion, as well as increase 
the fire hazard. The city will probably be 
supplied with electric light and power by the 
Great Northern Power Company, which has 
planned to cover this district with a high 
potential transmission system. 





FAR BAULT’S ELECTRICAL CONDITIONS. 


At Faribault, Minn., new electric wiring 
now being installed shows considerable im- 
provement over that installed in the past. 
Much of the old and defective work is being 
overhauled. 

A receiver has been appointed for one of 
the lighting companies and a consolidation 
may be effected which will cause the removal 
of considerable overhead wiring. The other 
lighting company is to rebuild its pole lines, 
and much of the confusion which now pre- 
vails will be abolished. The previously com- 
peting telephone companies have consolidated 
and all telephone lines will be rebuilt, those 
in the business district going underground. 
A franchise has been granted to a competing 
telephone company and an up-to-date equip- 
ment is promised which will include under- 
ground system in the downtown section. 





GENERAL WESTERN NOTES. 


Mapleton and Prairie City, Ia., have just 
been rerated. 

Toplin, Mo., has been rerated and _ tariff 
books furnished companies. 

The American Central has moved into its 
new home offices, which occupy the entire 
sixth floor of the Odd Fellows building at 
St. Louis. 

The Lumber Insurance Company of New 
York has applied for admission to Minnesota. 
Investigation is said to show that the company 
has been doing business in the state since 
June, and it is held that the state is entitled 
to 2 percent on the premiums collected. 





LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES: 


GETS OUT REDUCED RATE POLICIES. 








Washington Life Issues a New Set of Con- 
tracts with a Sharp Decrease in Pre- 
miums—No First-Year Commissions. 





Life underwriters were considerably in- 
terested this week in the announcement that 
the Washington Life had gotten out new con- 
tracts at reduced rates. The company has put 
on the market some new policies with all the 
life and endowment forms with rates reduced 
from 10 to I5 percent. The old policies and 
rates will not be affected in any way. The 
new Proposition is called a “manager’s con- 
tract.” All the superfluities are cut out of the 
new contracts, and no first year’s commissions 
are paid, thus allowing the reduction to be 
made. The W ashington agents will only use 
the new contracts in competition with rebaters 
and reduced-rate policies of various kinds. 

The idea is to give the largest amount of 
protection consistent with the least possible 
cost. The managers do not think that there 
will be a large amount of this insurance sold, 
inasmuch as no conimissions are paid the first 
year. However, the company is advertising its 
new proposition extensively in the daily papers. 





NATIONAL AGENCY COPIPANY STARTS. 





Will Be the Exploiting Agency Department of 
the Chicago Life—Stock Being 
Sold with Insurance. 





The National Agency Company of Chicago 
has been organized, with $1,000,000 ¢: apital, to 
promote the agency work of the Chicago Life. 
Of this stock $200,000 is preferred, on which 
6 percent dividends are guaranteed. The com- 
pany will carry on the agency work of the 
Chicago Life as soon as it gets in full swing. 
The general manager of the agency company 
is H. W. Strickler, formerly Chicago man- 
ager of the Franklin Life and more recently 
with the New York Life. Offices are located 
in the Y. M. C. A. building at Chicago. 

The agency company proposes at present to 
organize Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Minnesota. Its plan is to ap- 
point a state manager, allowing him to have 
three district managers located in different 
parts of the state, and each district manager to 
have three field superintendents. All contracts 
will be made on a salaried basis, with a con- 
tingent commission, the amount of the salary 
being gauged according to a man’s producing 
powers, and will be increased with his effi- 
ciency. 

The present agency arrangements with the 
Chicago Life will not be disturbed, although 
it is stated eventually the National Agency 
Company will likely take over the entire agency 
work of the life company. The stock of the 
agency company is being sold in connection 
with life insurance in the Chicago Life. Each 
state will be allotted a certain amount of stock 
and it is proposed to have stockholders of 
the agency company in every county in the 
state in which the life company operates, thus 
having a direct representative in every section 
of the state. 





GETS OUT ANNUAL DIVIDEND POLICIES. 

The Security Trust & Life has gotten out 
a complete set of annual dividend policies 
in all its standard forms. The premiums 
and values are the same as the accumulation 
policies. 

++ +e 
PROGRESS OF THE COLUMBIA. 

The Columbia Life, which was recently 
examined by the Ohio department, is given 
a clean bill of health in the report its assets 
now being $255,173. The company has had 
a very low death rate and is economically 
managed. Its business is being written on a 
profitable basis and President Cross expects to 
pay nice dividends to the policyholders. 

The company has written so far this year 
50 percent more business than during the 
same period of 1904. It prides itself on the 
prompt payment of death claims, having none 
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unpaid. The Columbia Life is getting a splen- 
did body of policyholders, who will be well 
and liberally treated. 





SOME RECENT EQUITABLE AFFAIRS. 


Loan to Depew Improvement Company Is Re- 
paid and Senator Depew Explains His 
Connection with It. 





The famous loan of $250,000 by the Equit- 
able to the Depew Improvement Company of 
Buffalo was paid last week, together with the 
interest in full, amounting to $43,850. Presi- 
dent Morton of the Equitable made public 
the letter of Senator Depew, in which he 
stated that when the Equitable made the loan 
the property was appraised at $768,000. This 
was in 1808. In 1901 there had been a 
slump in real estate values and the insur- 
ance department then appraised the property 
at $150,000, making it appear that the Equit- 
able had made a loan on very insufficient 
security. 

A number of agents and policyholders of 
the Equitable in Indiana are urging the trus- 
tees of the company to name Charles L. 
Davis of Shelbyville as one of the directors 
of the Equitable. It is stated that H. M. 
Studebaker of South Bend, Ind., has been 
urged to become a director. 





DECLINES TO BE EXAMINED AGAIN 


Northwestern National Life Refuses to Turn 
Over Books to Representatives of Iowa 
Insurance Department. 





When examiners from the Iowa depart- 
ment presented themselves at the office of the 
Northwestern National Life in Minneapolis a 
few days ago, General Manager Thompson of 
the company turned them down and wrote a 
respectful letter to State Auditor Carroll ex- 
plaining his reasons. ‘They were, in brief, 
that the company has been undergoing exami- 
nation almost continuously for a good part 
of a year, seriously interfering with business 
and causing heavy expense. Furthermore, he 
claims that there is no present occasion for an 
examination, as the Kansas department has 
just finished a very exhaustive one and found 
the company in good condition. 

The Northwestern National has. been a 
much-examined company of late. Last year 
Actuary Wolfe, representing Minnesota, and 
Dr. Emery, representing Iowa, made a very 
careful examination and materially reduced 
its surplus. Much of this surplus was _ re- 
stored, as the company was computing it un- 
der the ruling of the Minnesota department. 
Early this year Actuary Wolfe again examined 
the company tor the Minnesota department, to 
learn whether reforms advised by the exami- 
ners last year were being carried out, and 
found the company impaired. Commissioner 
O'Brien then forced a reorganization. In 
May of this year the actuary of the Minnesota 
department made an examination for the IIli- 
nois department, and on his report that de- 
partment relicensed the company. A few 
weeks later the examiner from Kansas took 
hold and his report was also favorable. This 
sort of thing, continued for months, is a heavy 
drain on a company both in expense of exami 
nations and interference with its regular busi- 
ness. 

Rather than submit to an examination by the 
Iowa ‘department, the Northwewstern Na- 
tional Life will withdraw from that state. 

This statement is made by L. K. Thompson, 
general manager of the company, who says in 
this connection: 

“We are exceptionally busy just now get- 
ting out new policies and preparing for a fall 
campaign, and feel that it would be an in- 
justice to our policyholders to allow our work 
to be interfered with at this point by another 
state examination, which could be of no value. 
It will be better for us to suspend operations 
in lowa than to spend the time that would be 
required by an examination.” 





CHARGES CONCEALMENT OF FACTS. 
Thomas H. Harrington of Davenport, Ia., 
has brought suit against the Pioneer Life 
Association of that city, successor to the 


wife held a policy for $1,000 at the time of 
her death last January. She was asphyxi- 
ated while in a fainting spell, and the life 
association claims that she was subject to 
these fainting spells when she applied for 
insurance, but concealed the fact in making 
her application two years before. 
++ ++ 


NEW YORK LIFE’S SEPTEMBER CONTEST. 
The New York Life is conducting a Sep- 
tember bonus contest, giving $2 per $1,000 
to every agent securing his personal allot- 
ment. In addition $5,000 will be given to 
the winning side. One side is composed of 
agents drawing an income from Nylic and 
the other those not Nylics. There are about 
goo Nylics and 5,000 who are not. 





MERRY WAR IS ON AT INDIANAPOLIS. 





Insurance Law & Abstract Company Sues Re- 
serve Loan Life and Rough Notes 
Company for $50,000. 





The war between the Indiana insurance 
companies and the Insurance Law & Abstract 
Company, of which Jacob Frankel, formerly 
Indiana manager for the Security Mutual, is 
the chief figure, goes merrily on at Indianap- 
olis. The suits against the Reserve Loan Life 
by policyholders, represented by the attorney 
for the abstract company, were followed by a 
suit against the abstract company, as noted in 
THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER last week, by one 
of its stockholders demanding his share of 
the profits which he alleged were being with- 
held. In reprisal, Frankel and his attorney 
have begun suit against the Reserve Loan Life 
and its officers and Rough Notes Company for 
$50,000 damages, charging them with con- 
spiracy to disrupt and destroy the business of 
the Insurance Law & Abstract Company. 
Rough Notes’ part was the publication of an 
“expose” of the abstract company’s methods. 
Frankel and his attorney maintain that their 
business is strictly legitimate and that the com- 
pany makes reports in accordance with the 
policy’s merits after examination. ‘The day 
after the filing of this suit all the daily In- 
dianapolis newspapers carried a full four- 
column advertisement, simply a copy of the 
“expose” that Rough Notes had published. 


DEATH OF PRESIDENT RINDGE. 

Frederick H. Rindge, one of the wealthiest 
men of the country, his estate aggregating 
over $20,000,000, died last week at Yreka, 
Cal. He was the president of the Conserva- 
tive Life and had large interests in financial 
and industrial enterprises in southern Califor- 
nia. He was counted the wealthiest life in- 
surance president in the country. Vice-Presi- 
dent Tupper in speaking of President Rindge 
said: “He was one of the kindliest, noblest, 
gentlest men I ever knew. He was great 
not only in wealth but in all that which makes 
a man truly great in the highest sense of the 
word.” 

++ ++ 


NO BLACK SPOTS HERE. 


There are no scandals to be unearthed 
around the home office of the Mutual Benefit 
Life. The examination by the New Jersey 
department shows $350,000 more surplus than 
figured by the company. It has insurance of 
$400,000,000 in force and about $100,000,000 
assets. The report says “the company is man- 
aged primarily and apparently exclusively in 
the interest of its policyholders.” It issues 
no tontine policies. Everything was found 
spick and span. There was no grafting to be 
found. The Mutual Benefit stands to-day as 





The Security Mutual Life 


is making direct contracts with 
district managers, allowing a 
perpetual renewal interest. 


Our agents soon become 
independent. 


A. B. HOWE, Home Office, "™°x*""°": 





Bankers Pioneer Association, in which his 


a leading exponent of life insurance of the 
cleanest and best type. 





ORGANIZATION WORK BEING PUSHED. 





Cincinnati’s New Life Company Will Be Ready 
for Business by the First of the 
Year, If Not Sooner. 





The proposed new life insurance company at 
Cincinnati will be ready to commence busi- 
ness by the first of the year or sooner. It will 
operate on a 3 percent or 3% percent reserve 
basis and will be gradually built up on sound, 
conservative plans. The name that will be 
chosen will be one that will not localize the 
company in any way and will also be free 
from any suggestion of mutualization. The 
only officer that has been chosen at present 
is George F. Whitlock, who will be first vice- 
president and general manager. Mr. Whit- 
lock has resigned as manager of the ordinary 
department of the Prudential at Cincinnati, 
leaving that company with the best wishes 
of its officers, who predict an immediate and 
continued success for his new company. 
Several of Cincinnati’s most prominent men 
will be connected with the company as stock- 
holders and directors, including the presidents 
of a few of the large banks. The company 
will at first operate only in the states of Ohio, 
Indiana and Kentucky, to which Cincinnati is 
adjacent and which can be handled conveni- 
ently from there. After it is planted in these 
states, the work of expansion will be taken 
up and other states will be entered. 





DESCRIBES ITS NEW TERM CONTRACT. 


Northwestern Mutual Tells the Features That 
Have Been Changed in Its Ten-Year 
Renewable Policy. 


The Northwestern Mutual Life thus de- 
scribes the new form of its ten-year renewable 
term policy, giving the features where there 
has been a change: 

“This policy shall share in the surplus an- 
nually, as apportioned by the company, after 
two years from the date hereof, until all con- 
tributions to the surplus found to have arisen 
from this policy shall have been returned; but 
no dividend shall be payable at or after the 
time of default in the payment of any 
premium unless the policy shall be reinstated.” 

“This policy, upon written request made 
while the insurance is in force, may be 
changed without medical examination to any 
other form of participating policy subject to 
the following conditions: 

“1. The new insurance shall not exceed the 
amount of this policy and this policy must be 
duly surrendered. 

“2. a. The new policy will be issued as of 
date of this policy, upon a form now in use, 
and the premium shall conform to the com- 
pany’s present published rate for the present 
age of the insured, and the difference ii 
premiums shall be paid with interest at not to 
exceed the rate of 6 percent per annum, 
change under this provision cannot be made 
later than ten years from the date hereof; or 
at the option of the insured. 

“bh. The new policy will be issued as of 
the date of the change, upon a torm then 
in use by the company and with premium con- 
forming to its rates then in use for th 
attained age of the insured; change under 
this provision may be made at any time. 

“The new ten-year renewable term policy 
will be issued either on the individual form or 
the corporation and partnership form at the 
same premium rates. No change has beei 
made in the premiums heretofore charged 
Under the annual dividend feature this plan 
will provide temporary insurance protection 
at extremely low current cost, with the priv! 
lege of transferring at any time to any om 
of the regular plans of life and endownmen! 
insurance.” 





GETS REDUCED RATES. 

The National Association of Lite Under 
writers has secured a rate of a fare and 2 
third on the railroads for the Hartford con 
vention. Tickets will be issued on the cer- 
tificate plan, as has been the custom befor: 














Those who expect to attend the convention 
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can consult their local ticket agent for in- 
structions as to securing tickets. President 
Dolph announces that the attendance will be 
large and more interest is expected than ever 
before. 
anal Sad 
INTER-STATE’S NEW POLICY. 

The Inter-State Life of Indiana has just 
gotten out a whole life mnon-participating 
policy. The rates are a shade lower than the 
new “non-par” rates of the large companies. 
The Inter-State has a set of non-participating 
policies, but they are on the reduced premium 
plan, whereby the premium diminishes from 
year to year. The new whole life policy, how- 
ever, is a straight non-participating contract. 


The company has a good all ’round set of 
contracts. 





REBATE CASES FILED IN BUNCHES. 





Inter-State Life Made Defendant in Many Ac- 
tions, Is Confident No Case Can Be 
Made Against It. 





Reports have reached Indianapolis that 
twenty-five suits have been begun in Kentucky 
against the Inter-State Life of Indiana for re- 
bating, and that preparations are being made to 
file about 125 more. As the fine is $500, the 
convictions would mean $75,000 to the company 
—and more. 

The company is confident a case cannot be 
made. It had no knowledge of the rebating 
until its attention was called to it by the com- 
missioner of insurance. The company imme- 
diately informed its general agent that no poli- 
cies would be accepted from him unless ac- 
companied by the statement of the agents who 
wrote the business that there had been no re- 
hating. The statement was to be made on 
printed forms furnished by the company. 

The general agent replied that he could not 
get his sub-agents to sign the statements. The 
company refused to accept the insurance, the 
general agent entéred suit for $75,000 damages 
against the company for breach of contract, 
and the sub-agents, it is alleged, instigated the 
suits against the company for rebating. The 
county prosecutor gets $200 of the $500 fine 
in each case, and if he divides this with the 
agent that furnishes the evidence to convict, 
both make a nice thing, if a couple of hundred 
convictions can be made. Of course, the gen- 
eral agent and his sub-agents have been 
“fired.” 





INCORPORATED AGENCY EXPLAINED. 


Referring to the incorporated agency rep- 
resenting the State Life at South Bend, Ind., 
Secretary Wynn of the company, says: 

“The State Life has nothing to do with the 
stock of the corporation; owns none of such 
stock. The only connection the State Life 
has with the other corporation is that it gives 
such corporation an agent’s contract, the same 
as we would give to any other agent or indi- 
vidual, to place new insurance for us. I be- 
lieve in the case cited, the State Life made 
a contract with an agent and he turned it 
over to the agency corporation.” 

+ ++ 
BOND COMPANY MOVES TO CHICAGO. 

The Southern Mutual Investment Company 
has moved its office force from Lexington, 
Ky., to Chicago, where it has leased the offices 
formerly occupied by the Equitable Life in 
the Chamber of Commerce building, where 
it expects to be doing business within a few 
days. It brings about twenty-five people from 
Lexington and will employ about as many 
more in Chicago. 

lhe company, which since its absorption of 
the St. Louis companies has $225,000 capital, 
will shortly be reincorporated under the laws 
of Kentucky with $500,000 capital, probably 
under the name of the American Deposit 
Company. A. S. Bowman, who has been 
general manager of the company, is slated to 
be president and general manager after the 
reorganization. Only one officer of the 
Colonial Security Company goes with the 
Southern Mutual, and none from the North 
American Investment. 

It is expected that the company will make 
a great drive for business in Chicago and 
that it will enter some new states, including 





Indiana and probably Ohio. With its in- 
creased assets it is able to comply with the 
laws of any of the states that provide for the 
admission of companies of this class. 





TAKES ISSUE WITH ACTUARY WEEKS. 





Holds That the New England Companies Make 
Better Returns to Policyholders Than 
New York Companies Do. 





Chicago, Ill., Sept. 5—To the Editor.—In 
your issue of last week there appeared a paper 
by Rufus W. Weeks, chief actuary of the 
New York Life, under the caption, “Expense 
and Expansion,’ which was intended to prove 
the superiority of his and other New York 
companies over those organized in New 
England. But why, let me ask, did he go so 
far away as London to find a mathematical 
method.of comparison in order to prove his 
contention that the New England group of 
companies is more extravagantly conducted 
than the New York group, when we have our 
own unexcelled authority in the author of 
the “Brown Book of Insurance Economics?” 
Unfortunately for the position assumed by 
Mr. Weeks the tables of the “Brown Book” 
show the New York companies in an entirely 
different light and quite convincingly prove 
the opposite of his contention that greater 
economy is practised by the New York than 
by the New England companies. 

Let us now apply another and what would 
seem to be a common sense method of com- 
parison—an application of the old adage con- 
cerning the “proof of the pudding,” etc. 
Eliminating from this comparison, as Mr. 
Weeks does, those companies engaged in 
other than strictly ordinary business and tak- 
ing the total receipts from policyholders and 
total payments to them from organization to 
1905, we find as follows: 

NEW ENGLAND GROUP. 
a. ee, eee $ 928,697,893 


Paid to policyholders ............ 725,016,371 
NEW YORK GROUP. 

Promitm ectipte ..6.cccccsccccs $3,066,895,066 

Paid to policyholders ............. 1,811,402,130 


For each dollar received from members, the 
New England companies have returned 78 
cents, while the New York companies have re- 
turned but 59 cents. 

In the New England group one company 
occupies .the unique positicn of having re- 
turned to its members over a million and a 
half dollars more than it has reéeived from 
them and now holds in trust for them over 

5,000,000. Compare this for a moment with 
the record of the New York Life, whose 
premium receipts from its members since or- 
ganization have been $850,152,486, while it has 
returned to them only $454,817,129, or a little 
over 52 cents for each dollar received, which, 
as will be seen above, is less than the average 
of the New York companies. 

In the face of such facts how absurd ap- 
pears the deduction drawn by Mr. Weeks 
from the use of his English “Proportion 
Method” that the “New York companies are 
a little more economical than the New 
England companies.” Henry T. Bartow. 





THOMPSON IS MADE GENERAL AGENT. 

Charles E. Thompson, for seven years con- 
nected with the Cleveland general agency of 
the New England Mutual Life, of which 
Harry F. McNutt is manager, has been ap- 
pointed general agent of the same company 
for Colorado, with headquarters at Denver. 
Mr. Thompson has made a good record with 
the company in Cleveland, and it is generally 
considered that the company has made a wise 
choice for the western territory. He succeeds 
Frederick C. Smutzer, and will take charge 
of the work on Oct. 1. 


++ ++ 
FRANCE ASSUMES HIS NEW DUTIES. 

E. M. France has taken up his work as 
general agent of the State Mutual Life at 
Cleveland, and is formulating plans for the 
organization of his territory. Mr. France re- 
tains the offices in the New England building 
that have been occupie | by the general agency 
for some years. No one has yet been chosen 


to succeed him as general agent of the Con- 
necticut Mutual, although it is believed that 





= =— = = 


an announcement will probably be made with- 
in a week or two. 

++ ++ 

INTER-STATE LIFE’S COMMISSIONS. 
The impression has gotten abroad from the 

petition filed by the deposed Kentucky man- 
ager of the Inter-State Life, W. D. Mahany, 
at Louisville, that the company was paying 
him 100 percent first year’s commission with 
renewals. The company simply advanced Mr. 
Mahany sufficient money on his renewals to 
make 100 percent. 

+ + 

DEATH OF EX-PRESIDENT DEWEY. 
Charles Dewey, ex-president of the National 

Life of Vermont, died in Montpelier on Aug. 
31. He was born in 1845. For twenty-six 
years he was an official of the Vermont Mu- 
tual Fire. He became vice-president of the 
National Life in 1871 and in 1877 was elected 
president. He retired in 1901, due to failing 
health. 

++ ++ 


VAN FLEET MADE SUPERINTENDENT. 

The Missouri State Life has appointed 
G. W. Van Fleet, formerly state agent of the 
Equitable Life for Connecticut, as agency 
superintendent. The territory covered by the 
company will probably be divided between 
Mr. Van Fleet and Mr. W. A. McAtee, its 
other superintendent of agents. 





RULING ON DISABILITY BENEFITS. 





Minnesota Commissioner Says Fraternals May 
Not Assume Physical Disability from 
Age Till Assured Is Seventy. 





Fraternal insurance companies are not al- 
lowed to issue policies which provide that a 
physical disability benefit shall begin at the 
age of sixty-five years in Minnesota, accord- 
ing to a ruling by Insurance Commissioner 
O’Brien of that state. In an opinion given to 
the Beavers Reserve Fund Fraternity of Wis- 
consin, Mr. O’Brien says that under the 
Minnesota law physical disability is not pre- 
sumed until the beneficiary arrives at the age 
of seventy. 

Mr. O’Brien says in his opinion: 

“Chapter 276 of the laws of this state for 
1903 defines a fraternal association, which 
may be admitted as such to transact business 
in this state, and provides that such incorpora- 
tion ‘may make provision for the payment of 
benefits in case of sickness, temporary or per- 
manent physical disability, either as a_ re- 
sult of disease, accident or old age; provided 
that the period of life at which the payment 
of physical disability benefits on account of 
old age commences shall not be under sev- 
enty years.’ 

“This means that when the beneficiary ar- 
rives at seventy years of age physical disabil- 
ity is presumed. Your policy provides for the 
payment to him when he reaches the age of 
sixty-five years, and in my judgment the pay- 
ment in each case is upon the presumtion 
that when the specified age is arrived at dis- 
ability exists. Of course it would be proper 
for a policy to provide’ that actual physical 
disability must exist as well as that the bene- 
ficiary shall have reached the specified age. 
On the other hand the policy may provide for 
the payment when the specified age is reached, 
without requiring actual physical disability, 
in fact, to be shown; but under the laws of 





Life insurance solicitors will find a prac- 
tical assistant in Psychology of Soliciting 
by John I. Harden, an application of 
mental laws to the art of canvassing, giv- 
ing the solicitor practical directions for 
using his mental powers most effectively 
towards securing applications. 

As a mechanic must understand his 
tools so should the solicitor understand 
his resources. 

Psychology of Soliciting was written 
- the purpose of imparting this knowl- 
edge. 

A practical book for practical men. 

Handsomely bound in flexible leather. 
Price, $1.00 
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this state, this cannot be done until the bene- 
ficiary reaches the age of seventy. My judg- 
ment, therefore, is that a fraternal association 
has no right to issue a policy providing for the 
payments to be made on account of age until 
the beneficiary has reached the age specified in 
our law.” 





PRESIDENT C. M1. TURNER ON EXPENSES 


Thinks Retrenchment Can Be Made, Especially 
in the Way of Reduced Commis- 
sions—Outlines His Policy. 





President Turner of the Security Mutual 
Life says as to reduction of expenses: 

“With the advent of 1905 we commenced, in 
earnest, the work of ‘reducing expenses,’ and 
will continue, no matter what other companies 
may do or the effect it may have on new 
business. We believe that a decided reduc- 
tion in commissions, in advances and allow- 
ances to agents, and in salaries and other 
items is necessary, ‘not because there have 
been exposures of late of an unsavory nature, 
which are deeply regretted by every honorable 
advocate of life insurance, but because such 
expenses, particularly commissions, have 
been forced by competition to a_ point 
where not only the policyholders’ interests 
are in jeopardy, but to an extreme where it 
is impessible for any company to swell its 
volume of new business and still make such 
financial gains as are necessary to insure the 
permanent success of company and agent. 
The pace set by the giant companies—and 
which the other companies have reluctantly 
followed—in the matter of commissions, is, 
believe, the primary and only cause for the 
rebate evil. Excessive commissions are not 
only inimical to the interests of policyholders, 
but, without doubt, the results to agents are 
greatly reduced, rather than increased in- 
comes. 

“Rebates are without a question the logical 
outcome of abnormally large commissions, and 
large commissions are the outcome of an in- 
ordinate desire for a large volume of new 
business. Large commissions are made possi- 
ble only by a system of excessive premiums 
and deferred dividends.” 





AMONG THE FRATERNALS. 











The supreme council of the Royal Arcanum, 
which recently met at Put-in-Bay, decided to 
make no change in the new rate schedules, but 
will put them in effect Oct. 1. The proposi- 
tion to go back to the old rates was defeated, 
63 to 38. Some changes were made, however, 
in the classes which may select certain 
options. 

The following statement was authorized by 
Supreme Secretary Robson: 

“The laws were ‘amended striking out op- 
tion ‘D’ by a decided vote. We also made 
options ‘B’ and ‘C’ applicable to the present 
membership only, and restricted new members 
to a selection between the regular rates and 
option ‘A.’ 

“An amendment was also adopted for the 
reinstatement without new medical examina- 
tion of members suspended since June 1, if 
they apply for reinstatement before Nov. If. 
The proposition to create a fraternal fund by 
annual contributions of 20 cents from each 
member, to be used in payments of assess- 
ments of aged members, was referred to an 
executive committee, with power to procure 
the necessary state legislation, the proposition 
being contrary to the laws of the state of 
Massachusetts. 

“An amendment was adopted providing that 
members over 65 years of age may pay only 
one-half of their assessments, and that the re- 
mainder may be charged against their certifi- 
cates, deduction to be made when the benefits 
are paid.” 

The supreme regent was directed to act 
upon the reading of unwuthorized circulars in 
the councils. 

Option “D,” which has been stricken out, 
provided certain low rates for insurance until 
age 65, when it expired and all benefits ceased. 
Option “B,” now restricted to old members, 
provides for a constantly increasing rate 
through age 65, after which a constant rate 
is given. Option “C,” also restricted to old 
members, provides that the rate at entry shall 


be constant through life, with constant bene- 
fits to age 60, after which the face of the policy 
decreases 3% percent annually for fifteen 
years, until age 75, after which it remains 
constant for the remainder of life at 50 per- 
cent of the original amount. 


If present plans work out satisfactorily the 
National Fraternal Congress and the Asso- 
ciated Fraternities of America will be merged 
within a few months into a new organization 
to be known as the International Fraternal 
Congress. At the meeting held in Milwaukee 
last week the Associated Fraternities appointed 
a committee to meet with a similar commit- 
tee from the National Fraternal Congress to 
consummate plans of union if possible. It is 
proposed that in the new organization, fra- 
ternals having 50,000 members or fewer shall 
have two votes. Those having from 50,000 
to 100,000 members, three votes, and the 
largest societies have one additional vote for 
each 100,000 membership above the first 
100,000. The National Fraternal Congress 
comprises in its membership a large propor- 
tion of the older orders, while the member- 
ship of the Associated Fraternities is made 
up largely of the younger fraternal societies. 

The National Fraternal Congress and the 
Associated Fraternities of America have 
agreed upon Oct. 27 as National Fraternal day, 
this date being chosen as it marks the foun- 
dation in 1868 of the A. O. U. W., the oldest 
of the fraternals. 

The Associated Fraternities of America last 
week elected the following officers: Presi- 
dent, George R. McKay, The Pathfinders, 
Cleveland, O.; vice-president, George A. 
Scott, National Protective Legion, Waverly, 
N. Y.; secretary-treasurer, Capt. C. H. Rebin- 
son, Philadelphia: executive committee, M. L. 
Campbell, Equitable Fraternal Union, Neenah, 
Wis.; T. B. Hanley, Modern Brotherhood, 
Tipton, Ia. 

An alternative writ has been issued, retusn- 
able Sept. 19, commanding the county clerk to 
extend upon the tax rolls of Douglas county 
the reserve of the Woodmen of the World, 
amounting to $2,036,651, and the Woodmens 
Circle reserve of $200,886. One other frater- 
nal in Nebraska has paid taxes on its re- 
serves under protest. 





GOES INTO THE MINING BUSINESS. 


G. H. Buttolph, who has had the title of 
secretary to the president of the Inter-State 
Life of Indiana, has resigned and will locate 
in Mexico, to engage in the mining business. 
Mr. Buttolph was trained for a mining engi- 
neer. He has recently been located at Chi- 
cago, assisting in organizing the Illinois field. 

++ ++ 
LIFE INSURANCE MEN SPEAK. 
This is insurance men’s week at the Central 


Department of the Chicago Y. M. C. A. Life 
insurance men give talks at the noon-day 
meetings. Those on the program are Thos. 


R. Lynas of the tna Life; J. W. Hansel, 
of the Columbian National; W. S. Pond of 
the Northwestern Mutual; L. B. Bishop of 
the Massachusetts Mutual. 


++ ++ 
NEW MINNESOTA COMPANY. 
The Northern American Life Insurance 


Company of Minneapolis, a mutual company, 
has been organized and has applied to Insur- 
ance Commissioner O’Brien for permission to 
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do business. Z. H. Austin, formerly deputy 
insurance commissioner and later connected 
with the Northwestern National Life of Min- 
neapolis, is president of the company. 


CAMPAIGN FOR DEFERRED DIVIDENDs., 








New York Life Gets Out Much Literature on 
the Subject to Assist Agents in 
Meeting Competition. 





The New York Life is now carrying on a 
great campaign in favor of the deferred divi- 
dend system and is sending out much litera- 
ture on the subject. Its bulletin this week 
states that the deferred dividend policy was 
originated and adopted about Jan. 1, 1870. It 
cites the eight companies that wrote more 
than $20,000,000 of insurance in the year 18609, 
dividing them into four distinct groups in 
order to show the effect of expansion since 
that period. 

In the first group is the Connecticut Mutual 
which wrote something over $25,000,000 iii 
new business in 1869. It is put in the purely 
annual dividend class. The second group con- 
sists of the Attna, Pheenix Mutual and Mu- 
tual Benefit, which have written mostly annual 
dividend policies, but which the New York 
Life claims have incidentally done business on 
some forms of the deferred dividend plan. 
In the third group is the Northwestern Mu- 
tual which wrote annual dividend insurance 
purely in 1869 and continued that system until 
1881, when it adopted the deferred dividend 
plan. The fourth group consists of the Equi- 
table Life, Mutual Life and New York Life, 
which did ar annual dividend business in 1869, 
but which during the past thirty-five years 
have written mostly deferred dividend busi- 
ness. 

A table is given intending to show that the 
companies writing mostly deferred dividend 
business have had the most rapid growth and 
expanded more extensively than any others. 
The Connecticut Mutual, according to the 
table, shows the least development, it writing 
less business by $11,000,000 per year than it 
did in 1869, and shows a falling off of 
$10,000,000 in business in force during the 
thirty-five years. According to the New York 
Life, the expansion on the deferred dividend 
plan has tended to decrease the expense ratio. 





LIFE NOTES. 


The Union Central Life has written more 
up to date than it did during all of 1904. 

The Lincoln National Life of Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., was licensed in its home state last week 
and at once began issuing policies. 

Louis J. Finger of New Albany, Ind., be- 
comes superintendent of agencies of the Home 
Life for Floyd, Clark and Harrison counties. 

John Lee, who has been an assistant super- 
intendent of the Metropolitan Life at St. Louis, 
has been promoted to the superintendency at 
Des Moines, Ia. 

Edmund S. Rowland, formerly manager of 
the North American Accident at St. Louis, has 
been appointed city manager of the Pruden- 
tial in the same city. 


John H. Nolan, general agent of the 
Travelers in Chicago, who has been abroad 
for over a year, has now returned and is 


again in the harness. 


The Ohio department has made its report on 
the examination of the Bankers Reserve Fund 


of Cincinnati, finding it in good condition. Its 
business has increased considerably. 
The Columbus, O., life men have been at- 


tempting to resuscitate the life underwriters 
association in that city, but seemingly have 
failed. They have been holding a few meet- 
ings recently. 

J. H. Higginbotham, a superintendent ot 
the Metropolitan at St. Louis, recently com- 
pleted twenty-five years in the service of the 
company. His staff celebrated the event by 
presenting him with a loving cup. 


T. P. Dudley, formerly with the Mutual 
Life of New York, becomes manager of the 
Railway Exchange building branch of Na 


tional Life, U. S. A., in Chicago, succeeding 
J. Jeffs, who returns to the New York 
Life. 
The Bankers Reserve Life of Omaha 1s 
having a legal fight with Insurance Commis- 
sioner Ligitt of Idaho and now has a tem- 
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porary injunction to prevent him from re- 
voking its license in that state until after the 
hearing of the case. The Bankers Reserve 
does a large business in Idaho. 


Superintendent J. R. Jones of the Metro- 
politan Life at Springfield, O., gave an elab- 
orate banquet to his agents and a number 
of invited guests a few evenings ago. 


It is likely that on Sept. 24 the Kentucky 
state treasurer will turn over to the Sun Life 
the securities to the value of $100,000 on de- 
posit with him. The Sun Life, it will be re- 
membered, reinsured its business with the 
Metropolitan Life. 


Memorial services were held last Sunday 
at the Immanuel Presbyterian church in Mil- 
waukee for the late Vice-President Willard 
Merrill of the Northwestern Mutual. The 
home office and the Chicago general agency 
were well represented, 


All sorts of charges are filed against the 
moribund Chamber of Commerce Mutual Life 
of Cincinnati, in an action brought by Robert 
Menge to collect on a $3,000 policy on life of 
Conrad Beese, deceased. The plaintiff alleges 
that the company has no offices nor has it 
elected any officers for years. He wants it 
wound up. 


S. L. Miller, who is organizing and will be 
president of the Carolina Mutual of Colum- 
bia, S. C., has sold his interest in the firm 
of Miller & Wilson, general agents of the 
Home Life, to his former partner, who has 
organized the firm of E. W. Wilson & Bro. 
Mr. Wilson was formerly general agent of the 
Home Life in Florida. 

Because of present health conditions at New 
Orleans, organization of the proposed life in- 
surance company being promoted by Lynn H. 
Dinkins, vice-president of the Inter-State 
Trust & Banking Company, has been post- 
poned for the present. When the atmosphere 
clears it is expected that Mr. Dinkins will re- 
sume work on his plan. 





NEW YORK’S LATEST POLICY. 


(Continued from Page 6.) 


seven years thereafter, if the insured is then liv- 
ing and if the premiums have been duly paid, 
uné not otherwise, the insured shall have the 
option of continuing or discontinuing this policy 
under one of the following optional settlements : 
(1) Receive in cash the value of all then existing 
insurance additons to this policy, on the basis 
stated below, and the bonus then apportioned, and 
continue the policy by payment of the same pre- 
mium as previously; or (2) receive in cash the 
value of all then existing insurance additions, on 
the basis stated below, and the bonus then appor- 
tioned, and receive non-participating paid-up in- 
surance as fixed by the table on the second page, 
and discontinue this policy; or (3) receive the 
entire cash value, as stated below, in cash and 
discontinue this policy; or (4) receive the entire 
cash value, as stated below, converted into an an- 
nual income for life, and discontinue this policy ; 
or (5) receive the entire cash value, as stated 
below, converted into non-participating paid-up 
insurance and discontinue this policy. 

If a selection of one of the optional settlements 
is not made as above the policy, including all in- 
surance additions then existing, will be continued 
upon payment of the same premium as previously, 
and the bonus then apportioned will be converted 
into an insurance —ae. 

* 


Entire Cash Value.—The company guarantees 
that the entire cash value of this policy at the 
end of said twenty-one years, or at the end of each 
seven years thereafter, shall consist of the full 
reserve on the policy, calculated upon the basis 
of the American experience table of mortality with 
interest at 3 percent per annum, the cash value 
of all existing insurance additions calculated by 
the same standard and the bonus then apportioned 
by the company. 

Reserve, American Experience Table of Mortal- 
ity, 3 Percent.—On this policy of $10,000, reserve 
end of 21 years, $3,470; end of 28 years, $4,840; 
end of 35 years, $6,150. On existing insurance 
additions per $100, reserve end of 21 years, 
$62.12; end of 28 years, $70.08; end of 35 years, 
‘ 7.67. 

Cash Loans.—The insured may 


obtain cash 





| Ordinary Life. \ 


== | 


}3-Yr. | 4-Yr. 


5-Yr. 


$ 28 


$ 36 














6-Yr. 7-Yr. ||3-Yr. 4-Yr. 


loans on the sole security of this policy, on writ- 
ten request, at any time after premiums have 
been paid in cash fer three full years. If this 
policy is then in full force. The insured shall 
pledge this policy as collateral security for such 
loans, in accordance with the terms contained in 
the company’s form of policy loan agreement then 
in use. The amount of loan available at any time 
is stated in column 1 of the table on the second 
page, and includes loans then unpaid. Interest 
will be at the rate of 5 percent per annum, pay- 
able in advance to the next anniversary, and an- 
nually in advance on that date and thereafter. 

This policy is automatically non-forfeitable, as 
follows : 

First—If any premium is not paid on or before 
the date when due, and if there is no indebtedness 
to the company, the insurance, exclusive of any 
insurance additions, will automatically continue 
from such due date as term insurance, as follows, 
and no longer, namely: For 37 days if premiums 
have been paid for three months; for 45 days, 
if for six months; for 53 days, if for 9 months; 
for 60 days, if for one year and less than two 
years, and for the period specified in column 3 of 
the table on the second page, if premiums have 
been paid for two or more years. 

In lieu of such automatic term insurance, if pre- 
miums have been paid for two or more years, on 
the insured’s written request within six months 
from said due date, but not otherwise, this policy 
will be endorsed for the amount of paid-up insur- 
ance stated in column 2 of said table. 

Second—If any premium or interest is not paid 
on or before the date when due, and if there is 
an indebtedness to the company, insurance for 
the net amount, exclusive of any insurance addi- 
tions, that would have been payable as a death 
claim on said due date, will thereafter automat- 
ically continue as term insurance for such time 
as any excess of the loan available under the 
terms of this policy immediately before such due 
date over such indebtedness will purchase at the 
age of the insured on said due date, according to 
the company’s present published table of single 
premiums for term insurance, and no longer. 

In lieu of such automatic term insurance, on 
the insured’s written request within six months 
from said due date, but not otherwise, this pol- 
icy will be endorsed for such amount of paid-up 
insurance, as said excess will purchase at the 
age of the insured on said due date, according to 
the company’s present published table of single 
premiums. 


* * * 


The reserve value of any insurance additions 
existing on said due date will be used to extend 
the period of the automatic term insurance pro- 
vided above, or if, on the insured’s written request, 
this policy is endorsed as paid-up insurance, said 
reserve value will be used to increase the amount 
of the paid-up insurance provided above. 

The automatic term insurance and the paid-up 
insurance, as specified above, shall be based on 
full year’s premiums paid; fractional premiums 
which do not complete a full year’s premium shall 
not be taken into the account. Such automatic 
term insurance and the paid-up insurance shal! be 
payable under the same conditions as this policy, 
but shall be without participation in profits, cash 
loans or further payment of premiums. 

Reinstatement.—If any premium or interest is 
not paid on the date when due the company will 
restore this policy as of the date of such non- 
payment, on payment by the insured of such pre- 
mium or interest within one month thereafter, 
with interest at the rate of 5 percent per annum. 
The company will also restore this policy as of the 
date of such non-payment, at any time after one 
month and within five years from said date, under 
the following conditions: Written application to 
the home office, with evidence of insurability 
satisfactory to the company; payment of a sum 
equal to all the premiums that would have fallen 
due had all such premiums been paid on the 
dates when due up to the time of reinstatement, 
together with interest, and the payment of any 
loans unpaid when the automatic term insurance 
or the paid-up insurance began, with interest. 

Installment Benefits.—The insured may change 
the mode of payment of the proceeds of this policy 
as a death claim from payment in one sum, as pro- 
vided on the first page, to payment by annual in- 
stallments, as provided on the fourth page. 


The general provisions are practically the 
same as those of the “accumulation policy” 
and the incontestability feature and instalment 
provisions are exactly the same. 

The accompanying table shows the cash 
loans available under policies for $1,000, is- 
sued at certain ages, after a certain number 
of full years’ premiums have been paid. 
When eight full years’ premiums have been 
paid the cash loan is the same as for an 
accumulation policy, same form and at same 
age, at the end of seven years, and there- 
after remain the same as the values under 
the accumulation policy. 


TABLE OF CASH LOANS. 


i 
20-Pay Life. | 


| 


5-Yr. 6-Yr. ar. \|s-vr. 4-Yr. 


20-Year Endowment. 


| 
5-Yr. | 6-Yr. | 7-Yr. 





| $ 20 | 30 8 44 | $59 $77 | 896 || $78 | 8113 | $153 | $199 | $250 

7| 24 | 33| 43) 53|| 33) 48| 6 | 85 | 106 || 78| 113) 153| 199| 250 
31] 41] 53| @& | 37, 54] 73 | 94] 118|| 7) 113| 153] 199| 250 

| 39] 52 | 67 | 84 || 44 63 | 85) 411 | 139 || 78) 114) 154) 199) 251 

| 49| 6! 84] 106 ]| 50; 73] 98) 127] 159|| 79) 114| 155] 201 | 252 

|} 61] 8&8 | 105 | 131 || 58 84) 113) 146 | 182 80 | 116 | 157 | 203 | 254 

| | 101] 129) 159 7; 96| 128) 165 | 205 || 82| 119| 160| 206| 257 
64| 1) 121 | 154 | 190 || 75 | 108| 144 | 183 | 227 || 85 | 122) 164) 210| 261 
77 | 108 | 143| 181 | 222 || 84) 120] 150! 202 | 248|| 89/| 127| 169| 216| 267 











AMONG THE CASUALTY MEN. 


UNITED SURETY FULLY ORGANIZED. 





New Company Will Be Writing Business by 
October 1—Olin Bryan, Well-Known 
Lawyer, Is President. 


With half of its capital and surplus paid in, 
the United Surety Company of Baltimore 
completed its organization on Aug. 31, and 
will be writing business by the first of Octo- 
ber. The capital of the corporation is $500,000, 
and its surplus $250,000, all of which has been 
subscribed. 

After the stockholders had elected a board 
of directors, the latter, last Thursday, chose 
the following named officers: President, Olin 
Bryan; vice-president, Henry G. Penniman; 
treasurer, Walter A. Mason; secretary, Robert 
A. Dobbin, Jr., and assistant secretary, E. D. 
Livingston. 

While the charter of the corporation permits 
it to transact many lines of insurance, it will 
confine itself for a time to suretyship and 
burglary. 

Mr. Bryan, president of the corporation and 
its prime organizer, is a native of Maryland, 
having been born in Queen Anne county in 
that state in 1863. He is a lawyer by profes- 
sion, and has been prominent in public life in 
Baltimore. He is greatly interested in frater 
nal affairs, and at a recently held conference 
of the National Fraternal Congress was elected 
president of the law section of that body. 





APPOINTS NORTHWESTERN MANAGERS. 

The United States Fidelity & Guaranty 
Company has now made its new arrange- 
ments for the northwestern department to suc- 
ceed the Fred L. Gray Company of Minne- 
apolis. The new management consists of 
Howard & Wilson, who have located in the 
New York Life building, Minneapolis. 
Charles Howard comes from New York, hav- 
ing been in the surety business there. Wirt 
Wilson has been assistant county attorney at 
Minneapolis. The new firm is regarded as a 
very strong one and will have charge of both 
the bond and burglary department. 

+ al 
BOLDMAN HAS A CONTEST ON. 

E. D. Bodlman, resident manager of the 
New Amsterdam Casualty for Ohio, has started 
a few contests for agents, to run from Sept. 
1 to Nov. 30, in which he offers cash prizes 
for the three agents sending in the largest 
amount of premiums, and also for the three 
agents sending in the greatest number of ap- 
plications. To qualify for this contest an agent 
must write at least two applications in each 
month of the contest, to total not less than $50 
in premiums. Weekly bulletins will be issued 
showing the standing of the contestants. 

+e ++ 


POSTAL HONORS HOME POSTOFFICE. 


The Posta) Insurance Company of South 
Bend, Ind., an enterprising accident and health 
company, has gotten out an elaborate issue of 
its monthly paper giving a description of the 
postoffice of its home city and splendid pho- 
tographs of all the postoffice employes there. 

++ ++ 
MUST BE CAREFUL TO GET LICENSES. 


The following excellent advice is given to 
citizens of Michigan by a newspaper of that 
state. It applies equally in most other states. 

“Inasmuch as several of the so-called regis- 
try companies which handle sick and accident 
insurance policies are constantly seeking 
agents in Michigan, it will be well for citizens 
of this state to bear in mind the fact that 
these registry companies are no insurance 
companies at all, but simply handle policies 
issued by insurance companies. The only safe 
course for persons solicited to represent a 
registry company to pursue is to offer for 
sale no policies purchased from such com- 
panies until supplied by the insurance commis- 
sioner with licenses authorizing them to act 
as agent for each company whose policies they 
offer for sale. Otherwise they will be liable 
to criminal prosecution, for the law requires 
agents to be licensed by the state and pro- 
vides a penalty for representing a company 
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not authorized to transact business in Mich- 
4 ” 
igan. 





FIGURE ON COAL OPERATORS MUTUAL. 





Mine Magnates Claim They Have to Pay Too 
High Rates to Stock Companies for 
Liability Insurance 





The 
nois, 


Coal Operators Assgciation of Illi- 
which has been figuring with some of 
the liability companies to carry its liability 
insurance, is contemplating organizing a mu- 
tual liability company. The association oper- 
ates a mutual fire company with some de- 
gree of success, as it has not met with many 
losses. 

The association seems to think it can main- 
tain a mutual liability company in the same 
way, as it objects to the rates of the stock 
companies. 

Often trades feel they are subjected to high 
rates from stock companies and see a saving 
in the mutual plan. It is forgotten that the 
stock companies get their average by covering 
a wide field and a large number of classes 
of business. A mutual writing one class 
fares well so long as the losses are light, but 
when these fall heavily it finds itself on the 
toboggan and has no other classes to yield 
resources to meet the deficit. Any mutual 
company writing a separate trade class must 
eventually find its way fraught with diffi- 
culties, because it cannot get an average on a 
single class. 





NORTH AMERICAN MEXICAN BUSINESS. 





Experience Thus Far Has Found No Profit in 
the Accident and Health Lines in 
Southern Domain. 





The North America Accident of Chicago 
practically has a monopoly of the health and 
accident insurance business in Mexico. It 
controls a Mexican accident company, and 
hence operates the two institutions there. 
The Maryland Casualty is entered, but trans- 
acts but little in accident and health. 

The North American gets the largest bulk 


of its business from railroad employes. Its 
policyholders are chiefly foreigners. The 
natives as a rule will not renew unless they 


have had a claim) The assault hazard is a 
dangerous one in Mexico, as is also the mining 
hazard. Most men are interested in mines, 
and in visiting them are exposed to perilous 
conditions. 

The government charges 5 percent tax on 
gross premiums, and in addition revenue 
stamps have to be placed on every policy. 
A government inspector examines the books 
every week to ascertain if all business is being 
properly reported. A company is called upon 
to pay part of the inspector’s salary. This 
makes the tax and license feature cost about 
10 percent. 

The companies charge 


much higher pre- 
mium than in this country. 


Only the limited 


health policy is written, and much of the 
fringe of the modern accident policy is 
trimmed off. Even with the higher _pre- 


mium no money has been made in Mexico. 
The lapse ratio is high, and there is more 
likelihood of death claims than in the United 
States. 





SOME ATTRACTIVE LITERATURE. 


FE. D. Boldman, resident manager of the 
New Amsterdam Casualty for Ohio, has been 
getting out some very interesting literature for 
his agents recently. His latest and best piece 
of work is a large half-tone etching showing 
the various policies of the company, with the 
two new Ohio policies featured above the rest. 
The cut shows a rooster’s head sticking 
through the middle of the policies, with the 
inscription, “Something worth crowing about.” 

++ ++ 
COMMENT ON LIABILITY PREMIUMS. 

The Fidelity & Casualty, in presenting a 
table showing liability premiums of each com- 
pany from 1895-1905, s says in comment: 


“The growth in total volume from $3,201,- 
991 to $14,537, 761 in ten years is perhaps un- 
precedented in any other insurance line. 


The 








fairly steady growth over these years, amount- 
ing to about 20 percent, in each year, is sug- 
gestive of the steady efforts of the companies 
to develop the line. The falling off from an 
average of about 20 percent increase in each 
year to 6.6 percent in 1904, may indicate de- 
moralization. Whether it does or not, great 
demoralization did exist during 1904. 

“An idea of the extent to which many solid 
companies suffered from this demoralization 
may be gained from an inspection of the table. 
All of the companies that had been leading 
factors in the business over a_ considerable 
period lost in volume. The normal increase 
in volume went to a few companies, plus the 
loss in volume indicated above. 

“It will be necessary to wait until the De- 
cember financial statements have been pub- 
lished to reach an idea how the companies 
generally have prospered. The reserve law 
passed in several states last winter will throw 
light on the question whether the companies 
that have shrunk volume, or those that have 
increased it, have been wiser. 

“This company has shrunk its volume and 
has done so with an unhesitating belief that 
it was prudent to do so. We see in the figures 
given in the table much evidence that our 
view has been right.” 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


The Pennsylvania Casualty is contemplat- 
ing the issuance of industrial accident and 
health policies in Illinois about the first of 
the year. 

The United States Fidelity & Guaranty has 
established a branch office in St. Paul under 
the supervision of Daniel B. Wood, 513 Pio- 
neer Press building. 

Eugene G. Chamberlain, for twelve years 
assistant manager of the northwestern depart- 
ment of the Hartford Steam Boiler at Chi- 
cago, died last week. 


T. Walter Harvey, who has represented 
the AEtna Indemnity as its Nashville agent 
for the past two years, has now been given the 
management for the state of Tennessee. 


Owing to the growth in the local business 
of the National Surety in New York city, it 
has been found necessary to lease much larger 
quarters for the Metropolitan department, 
which will hereafter be located at 62 Liberty 
street. 


The offices of the New Amsterdam Casualty 
have been removed from the New Hayden 
building to the New Columbus Savings & 
Trust building at Columbus, O. Owing to 
the increasing agency force of this department 
its former offices had grown too small. 


The Missouri department has licensed the 
American Fidelity Company of Montpelier, 
Vt., for fidelity, surety, liability, accident, 
health and burglary business. William B. 
Henderson of Kansas City, general agent for 
the National Life of Vermont, will be general 
agent for Missouri. 


The report that President Watres, of the 
Title Guaranty & Trust, had resigned te 
actively enter the state political arena, is 
incorrect, Mr. Watres having no thought of 
retiring from the service of the surety com- 
pany, with which he has been so prominently 
identified since its incorporation. 

The American Credit Indemnity offered 
come time ago a free trip to the Portland 
Exposition to its agents who should qualify 
for a certain amount of business according 
to allotment. On Sept. 15 these agents wiil 
meet in Portland, coming from Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago, Denver, Texas, Colorado, 
Oregon and Washington. 


Cunningham, Beardsley & Co. of Atlanta, 
general agents of the Employers Liability for 


Georgia, Florida and South Carolina, have 
dissolved partnership, C. B. Beardsley retir- 
ing. The business will be continued under 
the name of William W. Cunningham & Co., 
the firm now being composed of Mr. Cunning- 
ham and E. Quincy Everett. 





MEETING AT NIAGARA FALis. 
(Continued from Page 6.) 


some of the frill makers of commercia! acci- 
dent insurance. Others, however, took it up 
and found it, as one put it, to be a peace 
producer. 

Policy Probably Here to Stay. 

One noticeable thing about these special poli- 
cies is the power of the first week to increase 
the loss ratio. The premium on a dollar-and- 
a-half-a-month policy is 50 percent higher than 
that of the ordinary, yet some statistics pro- 
duced showed the 50 cents to be insufficient to 
pay the losses of the first week or of the in- 
creased losses caused by the first-week provi- 
sion. Many persons are very fond of indem 
nity for the first week, and it is likely the pol- 
icy is here to stay, though the cost may have 
to be revised several times before the experi- 
ence is large enough to give a dependable basis. 

Lentz Discussed Various Subjects. 

The conference has a law committee, and its 
chairman is John J. Lentz of Columbus, O. 
Now, Lentz is an orator of no mean ability, 
and he is not averse to using his talent. He 
was to read a paper on the necessity of his 
committee. Instead he made a speech an hour 
long, reviewing the law of conspiracy, which 
was interesting, but not conclusive of the neces- 
sity for a law committee. Then, when he came 
to tackle present-day questions, he expressed 
himself as opposed to national supervision. He 
does not believe in the centralizing tendency 
which sees a solution for all troublesome ques- 
tions in national control. While he does not 
agree with the majority of the American Bar 
Association committee as to supervision, Lentz, 
John J., believes that all the real progress ot 
the: world is due to legislation. His theory is 
that the people lead the way and that despite 
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For Moistening 
STAMPS. 
ENVELOPES, 
LABELS, ETC. 
Also useful to 
Cashiers and 
others in the hand- 
ling of currency 
Simplicity, Utility and Economy Combined 
This little device, made of aluminum, is neat, in- 
expensive and serviceab'e. Never clogs up or gets 
out of order. 

PRICE ONLY 75 CENTS 
Send order with cash and one will be mailed to you. 
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SURPLUS LINES 


TRADERS FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


of Toronto, Can. 
Authorized Capital, $1,000,000 
Toronto Conflagration Losses, $40,000, Paid in Cash 
A. L. McCRAE, Ceneral Agent 
(63 La Salle Street CHICAGO, ILL. 
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CHARTERED 1811. 


The Newark Fire Ins. Co. 


OF NEWARK, W. J. 


JOHN J. HENRY, CHARLES M. HENRY, 
President. Secretary. 


CARROLL L. DE WITT, 


General Agent, 
153 La Salle Street, 





Chicago, Ill. 





Applications from Representative Agents desired. 














SURPLUS LINES 


THE GREAT LAKES FIRE AND 
MARINE INSURANCE CO. 
E. E. NIESS, Agent 
171 LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 





Louisville Insurance Go. 


FIRE AND TORNADO INDEMNITY 
Organized 1872 





Agencies Being Established in Illinois 
and Wisconsin 





HENRY P. MACILL & CO. 
CENERAL ACENTS 
184 La Salle Street, Chicago 








LEADING CHICAGO AGENTS 


Members of the 
Chicago Underwriters Association 











FRED. S. JAMES & CO. 
171 La Salle St., CHICAGO 


Agents for The Connecticut, Phenix, Mechanics & 
Traders, National of Hartford, British America, Ger- 
man Alliance, North British & Mercantile, American 
Bonding Company and Casualty Company of America. 





CRITCHELL, MILLER, 
WHITNEY & BARBOUR 
138 La Salle St., anys 


New Jersey, Spring Garden, B aew of. Philadelphia, 
Camden, S FP. & M., United Firemen’s, Secur- 
ity of a it, Teutonla of New Orleans, Ins. Co. 


the State of Penusyl vania. 













Insurance Agency of 


UMBDENSTOCK, HOOKER & CO. 
159 LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 








JAMESON & FRELINGHUYSEN 


F.R. THOMPSON, ’ 
159 LA SALLE ST., : CHICAGO. 


Expert handlers of large lines. 


Surplus lines solicited anywhere in U. S. 


General Agents for Pacific Fire, N. Y.; Stuyvesant, 
N. Y.; National F. & [., N. “a Ins. Underwriters 
Agency of the Spring Gardee, Pa.; Globe & Rutgers, 
N.Y. (F.R. Thompson, Special Agent). 
Special connections with other companies. 7 
Correspondence solicited from agents in other cities. 














mistakes they legislate so as to ensure progress. 
Finally, just at. the close of his address, he 
noted that a law committee is of value to keep 
tab on legislation, and that it might not be a 
bad plan to provide the law committee with a 
law library covering those topics which would 
affect the welfare of the Detroit Conference. 
All quite entertaining, but quite a distance re- 
moved from a dollar-a-month health and acci- 
dent insurance. 
Better Inspection of Applicants Needed. 

Insurance exists for the paying of claims. 
This is true of every form. When it ceases to 
be true of any branch of insurance, the need 
for that form will have ceased. Notwithstand- 
ing this truth, there is lots of difficulty in pay- 
ing claims. It is a large department in every 
company. it is not so different in accident 
insurance from other branches. There are 
many problems in industrial, accident and 
health insurance. The business is in small 
units and it is expensive to make careful in- 
spections when the application is made. When 
the application department fails in doing a fair 
measure of this, the claim department has to 
do more than its share. Claim department 
inspection, which it ought not to do, is likely to 
leave a bad taste in the mouth of the claimant. 
One result of the discussion over claim ques- 
tions will be to impress upon the companies 
the wisdom and economy of scrutinizing incom- 
ing business carefully, even though less is writ- 
ten. 

Dewey’s Talk on ‘‘Law Suits.’ 

It was an old, old truth brought out by F. 
S. Dewey in his paper on law suits, but none 
the less valuable, namely, that courtesy, pa- 
tience and wise conciliation are all important 
in loss adjustments. Coupled with this was the 
other: Do not fight till it is absolutely neces- 
sary, but when you fight, fight hard. This 
courtesy and explanation are very essential 
where many claimants are ignorant and think 
everyone is trying to do them. For these men 
when they are anxious to go to law, a list of 


carefully selected cases sustaining the com- , 


pany’s contention, sent to the litigous claimant, 
will, Mr. Dewey said, often prove a discour- 
ager of a lawsuit. 

Total and Partial Disability Discussed. 

When is a man wholly disabled, and when 
partially disabled? This troubles the claim 
department not a little. There is a sliding 
scale, with men in the preferred classes, which 
easily slides a partial disability over into a 
total. Then there is not infrequently an in- 
ability to define the word total. Some men 
think they can use their brain to run a busi- 
ness through subordinates, by giving them daily 
instructions, and still be totally disabled. Then 
with the laboring man whose indemnity is 
nearly as much as his wages there is a proba- 
bility of lying down on the company for an 
extra week. This is sometimes overcome by 
lump settlements, according to the estimate of 
the physician. This works quite well at times 
in the accident department, but not nearly so 
well in the health department. Partial pay- 
ments are usually provided for in industrial 
policies, and it has been found very helpful 
in cases of those dependent upon the weekly- 
wage payment for support. The testimony 
of those present all pointed in the direction 
of an increased loss ratio from this source. 

Outgoing and Incoming Presidents. 

H. G. B. Alexander has done a great deal 
in building up the reputation and power of the 
Detroit Conference. He is full handed, and 
felt compelled to lay down the presidency 
after two years’ successful administration. He 
does not say much, but he keeps things mov- 
ing and others doing. His successor, V. D. 
Cliff, is experienced in the industrial business 
and has ability to carry the work forward. 
Besides the members are imbued with the idea 
of taking hold and helping the president in 
making things go. He will be assisted by 
Re Fibel, as chairman of the executive 
committee, who likes to see things done, and 
now has a chance to see if doing is as easy 
as talking about others doing. 





Agency Appointments 
Life and Casualty 











LIFE AGENTS 


OHIO. 
Home—E. H. Penning, Cleveland. 
Mutual Benefit—Charles 8. Todd, Columbiana. 
National, Vt.—O. E. Hawk, East Liverpool; 
L. C, Poland & Co., Payne. 


52ND 
ANNUAL STATEMENT 


of Wetton FB 


W.H. STEVENS, President 
JOHN Q. ADAMS, Secretary 


Capital <3 ° $ 500,000.00 
Assets (to protect policyholders) 2,691,926.28 
Net surplus to policyholders 1,212,923.88 
Net surplustostockholders . . 712,928.38 


PRED. W. WILLIAMS, State Agent, Michigan, Detreit 

N. T. JULIAN, Special Agent, Ohio and W. Va., Columbus 

GUS M. WISE, Special Ageat, Ind. and Ky., Indianapolis 

L. S. MacENANEY, State Agent, Ill. and Wis., 195 Le 
Salle Street, Chicago. 
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ORGANIZED 1870 
36th Annual Statement of the condition of the 


CONCORDIA FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Of MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
DECEMBER 81, 1904 


CASH CAPITAL - - - $200,000.00 


Reinsurance Reserve - 609,770.89 
Reserve for all other Liabilitles - (13,320.24 
Net Surplus - - - - 187,797.40 


TOTAL ASSETS - - 1,110,888.53 


GEORGE BRU MDER, President 
FRANK DAMKOEHLER, Secretary 








W. B. BIERCE, 
State Agent om > - and Ohio, Whitney Opera House 
lock, Detroit, Mich. 


H. A. BARTELS, S Special Agent 

















FORTY-FIFTH YEAR 


HOME LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK 


GEORGE E. IDE, President 





Admitted Assets............ $16,606,229.07 

Policy Reserve, etc......... 13,783,512.00 

Dividend-Endowment Fund.. 1,290,036.00 
(Deferred Dividends) 

_ i arr 1,134,104.25 

Insurance in Force ......... 74,892,289,00 














THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 








September 7, 1905. 

















RELIANCE 
Life Insurance Co. 
OF 
PITTSBURGH 


JAS. H. REED, President 


LIFE REPRESENTATIVES: 


We offer direct renewal contracts for 
excellent territory in Ohio, Lllinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, New York and New England 
States. 





Address : 


Agency Dept., Pittsburgh, Pa. 








BANKERS LIFE 


Insurance Company 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 


desires to secure General Agents in the 
larger cities and towns in Illinois and 
Missouri, to whom it offers a very liberal 
contract,carrying with it first and second 
year commissions, together with con- 
tinuous renewals thereafter. 


The company has made a very large 
increase during the last five years @ 
record unprecedented by any insurance 
company in the United States. Insur- 
ance underwriters who are desirous of 
securing a permanent location with a 
guaranteed future income will kindly 
communicate with 


Frank Tully, Manager of Agencies 
31 Nassau St., New York City 








THE IDEAL POLICY 


The Pacific Mutual Life 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 








CAN’T BE MATCHED BY ANY OTHER COMPANY 
FOR EXAMPLE 


20 PAYMENT LIFE—AMOUNT $10,000—AGE 35 
Gives $50 4 week if disabled by accident. 
$50 4 week if disabled by disease. 
$10,000 if totally and permanently dis- 
abled, 
$5,660 and a cash dividend at the end 
of 20 years. 
$10,000 to your family should you die. 
Assets, $7,800,000 Surplus, $900,000 
AGENTS SHOULD APPLY TO 
DANFORD M. BAKER, General. Agent 
Suite 608 Marquette Building, Chicago 











WESTERN LIFE. 
INDEMNITY COMPANY 


Incorporated 1884 
A FEW FACTS 


Twenty-one years’ conservative progress. 
Methods safe and up-to-date. 
Policies non-forfeitable and without restriction. 
Profits during life time of insured. 
Policies can be surrendered for cash in case of 

disability. 

Cost of Insurance Not Extravagantly 
High or Unwisely Low. 
Surplus to Protect Contracts January Ist, 1905, Nearly 


HALF A MILLION DOLLARS 


Claims Paid in Twenty Years over 


FIVE MILLION DOLLARS 


The Ideal Company for Policy Holders and Agents. 
For Particulars Address, 


WESTERN LIFE INDEMNITY COMPANY 


Home Office: Masonic Temple, Chicago 





New York—A. F. Hochwalt, Dayton; 


. 
Ward, Cleveland; F. O. Myers, Ravenna; C. G. 
Sherman, Columbus. 

N. W. Mut.—E. T. Taylor, 
Boulton, Solon; J. M. ong oA Fey, Ww. G. 
Fisher and H. M. Huston, Cleveland; H. W. Jones, 
Milledgeville; F. C. Barrett, Wickliffe ; G. B. Cole, 
Toledo; H. W. Campbell, Hiram. 

Penn Mut.—E. A. Teaher, Findlay. 

Provident L. & T. T. Ellis and John H. 
Derkinter, Cincinnati. 

Prov. Savings—Ames & Parks, Chardon. 

Pittsburg L. & T.—B. R. Campbell, Youngstown. 

Reliance—P. J. Keiran, Cleveland. 

Travelers—J. E. Marshall, Cincinnati; R. A. 
Elsey, Plain City. 

MICHIGAN. 

4itna—R. P. Felch, Big Rapids; E. W. Smith, 
Grand Rapids; C. A. Moulding, Green Bay, Wis. 

Bankers, Ia.—J. “ Campbell, Detroit; H. W. 
Coburn, Escanaba; E. C. Pugsley, Paw Paw. 

Canada—Henry vinden, Grand Rapids; E. V. 
Boughton and §S. A. Booth, Grand Rapids; J. E. 
Willis, Kalamazoo; P. A. Ralston, Lansing; O. B. 
Hagar, Woodland. 

Home—A, L. Norton, Allen. 

Ilartford—R. W. Spike, Bay City, E. S 

New York—Joel Witmer, Grand Rapids. 

Phenix Mut.—J. M. Pennell, Sheboygan. 

Prov. Savings—Harry Getty, Flint. 

State, Ind.—George Stevens, Muskegon. 

WISCONSIN. 

Conn. Mutual—James Baley, Kenosha. 

Fidelity Mut.—J. F. Kramer, St. Lawrence. 

Pacifi o. P. Pulver, T. B. Wettstein and 
Lucia A. Leach, Green Bay. 

Prudential—k. B. Broughton, 
Burgett, Janesville; H. J. 
G. J. Beck, E. H. J. Claussen, A. C. Hartman, C. 
A. B. Hickey, E, J. Ihmig, C. A. Lawrenz and A. 
P. Poppe, Milwaukee. 

Security Mut.—J. M. 
G. F. 


Re gg E. 
~ a 








Beloit; Addison 
Bissett, Fond du Lac; 


Schauer, 
Niebuhr, Middleton. 


INDIANA. 


Sturgeon Bay; 


tna—Ii. C. Morgan, Fort Wayne. 
Fidelity Mut.—U. S. Brooks, Warsaw; G. D. 
Brewer, Knox; W. M. Huddle, Terre Haute. 








Home—Frank Emerson, Cynthiana. 
Manhattan—E. G. Haymaker, Winona Lake. 
N. W. Mut.—-H. A. Benson, Cambridge City; 


Edgar ew. 
Prairie; E. 
Bluffton. 

Phenix Mut.—Mrs. W. I. Howard, Spencer. 

State Mutual—W, R. Armstrong, Anderson; H. 
FE. Coverston, Fairmont; F. L. O’Rear, Frankfort. 

MINNESOTA. 

Fidelity Mut., Pa.—T. J. Mahoney, 

John Hancock—Harry Taylor, 
Valentyne, Brainerd; W. N. 
Cc. W. Lonn, Willmar. 

Mutual, N.. ¥.—R. B. Bowles, Rushford. 

New York --Hodeiph Abraham, Duluth. 

N. W. Mutual—c. L. Levitt, Minneapolis; E. C. 
Nord, Northfield. 

Proy. Savings—D. D. Greer, Lake City. 

Prudential—P. R. Sorenson, Alexandria. 

Union Mutual—A. G. Lagesow, Minneapolis. 

Security T. & L.—F. J. Mero, Duluth. 

MISSOURI. 

Bankers, Ia.—J. D. Shough, Westboro. 

Aitna—Bibbs & Harris, Liberty. 

Hartford—H. F. Fentress, St. Louis. 

Merchants—J. F. Rhodes, El Dorado; V. D. 
Kern, Humansville; J. L. Hagler, Marionville. 

Minn. Mut.—J. G. Wheeler, Sedalia; W. C. 
Iiumphrey, Martinsville. 

Mutual, N. Y.—Alfred Harris, Cross Timbers. 

Mutual Reserve—H. M. Jones, St. Louis. 

New York—C. B. Kimbrell and J. G. Deveax, 
St. Louis; F. C. Stokes, Auxvasse. 

Security Mut.—Edward Wigle, Trenton. 

State Mutual—Edward Drescher, Hannibal. 

Travelers—C. N. Wentworth, Nevada. 


CASUALTY AGENTS 


OHIO. 


4tna—J. B. Wilson & Son, Bowling Green. 

Employers Liability—The Merrill, Dodge & Jack- 
son Co., Toledo. 

General Acci., Pa.—W. W. Lyons, De Graff. 

National Surety—R. D. Niles, Tiffin; Thomas 
Van Elten, Sidney. 

Standard Acci.—F. P. McClellan, Hamilton; C. 
E. Barrett, Toledo. 

U. S. Fid. & Guar—J. H. Chisholm, 
George A. Snyder, Fostoria. 

MICHIGAN. 


Continental Cas.—F. J. Wood, Lansing. 
Fidelity & Deposit—W. B. Alexander, Adrian. 
General Acci.—John Dorsz, Detroit. 

London Guarantee—Katherine M. Daly, Mar- 
quette. 

American Relief—H. H. Merrill, Bay City ; C. H. 
Rose, Charlotte; C. F. Milligan, Clifford; S. D. 
Turney, Davisburg ; Cc. F. Joslin, Lewisville ; Cc. E. 
Misner, Otisville ; M. S. Stark, Otter Lake; Her- 
bert Thurston, Rogersville. 

Citizens Protective—W. A. Young, 
Claude Hodgeboom, Kalamazoo. 

Grand Rapids Acci. & Health—F. W. 
Eugene Boughton, Evart. 

Mich. Benevolent—J. E. Van Epps, Sherman. 

U. S. Acci.—C. B. Lurvey, Alba; Henry Wach- 
ier, Bagley; William Rexford, Marion; Richard 
Starritt, Mecosta; John MacLeod, Marquette; F. 
E. Davis, Pennock. 

WISCONSIN. 

Atlas Cas.—G. W. Wentworth, De Pere; R. L. 
Peebles, Evansville; Frank Walker Sr., Edgerton ; 
W. J. Monat, Walter Holm, Chippewa Falls; J. 8. 
Dietz, Belleville. 

Badger Pretective—William Lucia, Bear Creek. 

Cas. Co. of America—Howard Teasdale, Sparta ; 
McCarthy & Swenson, Menominie; A. B. Porter, 
Chippewa Falls; H. A. Johnson, Black River 


Indianapolis; W. M. 7. % Rolling 
. Cornelius. Bedford; W. H. Tribolet, 





St. Paul. 
Moorhead; R. C. 
Tabor, Park Rapids; 








Salem ; 


Bellevue ; 


Reed and 








Falls; Rogers & Ruger, Superior; P. B. Walker 

















National Life Insurance Company 


OF VERMONT 
Established in 1850. 





Operating in 42 States. 


Joseru A. De Boer, President. 
James T. PHELPs, Vice-President. 
James B. Estexz, 2nd Vice-President. 
Osman D. CiarKg, Secretary. 
H. M. Cutier, Treasurer. 
A. B. Bisspez, Med. Director. 
C. E. Mouton, Actuary. 
F. A. How.anp, Counsel. 





This Company held January 1, 1905, and gained 
during the past decade: 


Assets, - _ $31, pity 453.67 Gain. 1844 
Surplus, - 8/075. 90 Gain, 142% 
Insurance, - ” 34701, 554.00 Gain, 107% 





Sells the Best and Most Modern in Life, Term, 
Endowment and Annuity Insurance. 


OLMSTED BROS. & CO., State Agents 
Williamson Bidg., Cleveland, Ohio 
D. G. DRAKE, 432 Marquette Bldg., Chicago, Ill, 








Promises Pleasingly Placed 


In Union Mutual policies. Modern con- 
tracts, convincingly arranged, with in- 
surance guarantee, rights and values 
completely set forth before mention of 
premium rate. Lengthy explanations 
unnecessary — every feature plain and 
simple. Easy to understand; quick to sell. 


UNION MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 


Portland, Maine 


Frep E. RICHARDS, asen t 
RTHUR L. BATES, Vice-President 


Always a place for active agents who hold 
business written 








Apply to either 
THORNTON — Superintendent 
Adams Street, CHICAGO, ILL. 


EDSON D. SCOFIELD Superintendent 
0 Broadway, NEW YORK CITY 








Get a 
General 











Agent’s 
Contract Direct 
With the Company 








Good Territory in Illinois, 
Michigan or Indiana 











and E. 


P. Allen, Minneapolis, Minn. 








i 


The Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
INCORPORATED 1851 











Assets, January 1, 1905, $37,071,297.57 
Liabilities, $33,770,674.54 
Surplus, $3,300,623.03 


Definite paid-up and cash surrender values 
written in every policy 





JOHN A. HALL, President 

HENRY M. PHILLI PS, Vice-President 
W. W. McCLENCH, 2nd Vice-President 
W. H. SARGEANT, Secretary 


CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johnston Building. 
CHICAGO OFFICE: 316 Merchants’ Loae & Trust Building 
L. Brackett Bishop, Mgr. 














